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SHARED  MEALS  IN  SHEFFIELD 

BREAKING  BREAD  KITCHEN:  ONCE  A  WEEK,  ALL  ARE  WELCOME 


Even-  Thursday,  8  to  12  people  get 
together  to  prepare  a  meal.  The  faces  of 
the  servers  and  the  kitchen  teams  change 
each  week,  but  the  faces  of  the  guests  are 
constant — between  50  and  75  of  our 
friends  and  neighbors  from  Southern 
Berkshire  County,  seniors  and  young 
families,  and  residents  of  the  Life  Share 
community,  a  network  of  adult  foster  care 

For  some  of  the  guests,  this  may  be 
the  only  meal  they  share  with  someone  all     Southern  Berkshire, 
week.  For  all,  it's  a  chance  to  socialize  and     Rotary  Club  of 
feel  part  of  the  community  and  to  break 
bread  together. 

The  Breaking  Bread  Kitchen  was 
started  10  years  ago  by  St.  Peter's 


to  get  involved  and  to 
share  the  work. 

Now,  there  are 
nine  organizations 
that  regularly  rotate 
their  participation: 
the  Interfaith  Com- 
mittee of  Southern 
Berkshire,  Sheffield 
Kiwanis,  Hevreh  of 


Great  Barrington, 

Christ  Church  Volunteers  and  patrons  at  the  Breaking  Bread  Kitchen,  held  on 

Episcopal  &  Trinity      Tlmrsdays  at  the  American  Legion  Hall  in  Sheffield. 
Lutheran  Church, 


Catholic  Church  in  Great  Barrington  and     Southern  Berkshire  Realtors,  Our  Lady 
functions  under  the  auspices  of  "Friends        of  the  Valley  Church,  a  youth  group 


of  the  Needy,' a  501(c)(3)  non-profit 
organization.  After  running  it  alone  for  a 
few  years,  St.  Peter's  asked  other  South- 
ern Berkshire  community  organizations 


from  Salisbury  School  in  Connecticut 
and  St.  James  Episcopal  Church.  Occa- 
sionally, a  group  of  students  from  Bard 
College  at  Simon's  Rock  volunteer  as 


FOOD  ASSISTANCE  PROGRAM  FILLS  A  GAP 

in  one  of  the  five  towns  of  the  school 


As  of  the  beginning  of  this  year,  the  Shef- 
field Food  Assistance  Program  is  serving 
119  people  in  42  families,  about  twice  the 
number  served  three  years  ago.  People 
come  to  get  their  food  and  other  grocer- 
ies on  Monday  mornings  at  Old  Parish 
Church,  the  program's  base  of  operations. 
In  the  Old  Parish  kitchen,  nine  volunteers 


district — Alford,  Egremont,  Monterey, 
New  Marlborough,  and  Sheffield.  "Great 
Barrington's  pantry  has  just  closed  until 
they  can  find  a  new  location.  I  have 
no  idea  how  this  will  impact  us,"  said 
Marcia  Brolli.  She  and  Phyllis  Joyce  are 
the  church  members  who  are  currently 


work  every  Monday  to  fill  families'  baskets      responsible  for  Sheffield's  program, 
with  donated  items  for  distribution.  The  Food  Program  began  as  meals 

To  be  eligible,  a  person  needs  to  live  Continued  on  page  2 


servers.  Costs  of  the  meals  are  borne  by 
each  community  organization,  including 
the  Life  Share  community. 

(South  County's  Life  Share  Com- 
munity is  a  group  of  homeowners  who 
share  their  lives  and  homes  with  people 
with  disabilities.  The  community  springs 
from  the  Camphill  tradition  of  coopera- 
tive communities  to  improve  the  lives  of 
people  with  special  needs.  It  and  Waldorf 
education  are  based  on  the  work  and 
writings  of  Rudolf  Steiner.) 

The  meals,  served  from  5:30  to  6:30, 
are  hosted  at  the  Sheffield  American 
Legion  Hall  on  Route  7,  which  donates 
its  space.  The  Legion  also  contributes  the 
use  of  its  dishes  and  silverware,  plus  its 
enormous  pots,  pans  and  utensils.  To  help 
repay  the  Legion,  Breaking  Bread  Kitchen 

Continued  on  page  3 
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served  at  the  church,  then  meals  delivered 
to  families.  When  Sally  Cook  became 
chair  of  the  program  in  the  late  1980s, 
she  organized  the  Monday  pantry,  and 
she  remains  one  of  the  team  leaders. 
In  the  past  few  years,  members  of  Out- 
Lady  of  the  Valley  Catholic  Church  have 
been  volunteering,  extra  hands  that  have 
helped  immensely,  says  Marcia. 

Donations  come  in  several  ways.  A 
volunteer  picks  up  perishables  every 
Monday  from  Guidos,  Big  Y,  Price 
Chopper,  Great  Barrington  Bagelry  and 
Down  Home  Donuts.  Non-perishables 


come  from  many  sources,  including  area 
churches,  the  Boy  Scouts,  Girl  Scouts, 
Kiwanis,  Berkshire  School  and  the  public 
schools,  postal  carriers,  the  barrel  that's 
at  Berkshire  Bank  and  Salisbury  Bank's 
holiday  collection. 

Money  donated  by  individuals  and 
groups  and  fundraisers  buys  chicken, 
hamburger  and  hotdogs  and  fills  the  gaps 
in  the  canned  goods,  pasta,  rice,  peanut 
butter  and  cereal  when  the  shelves  get  low. 

To  find  out  how  to  give — or 
receive — food  or  other  aid,  contact 
Marcia  Brolli  at  229-2624. 


Buy  local,  read  local! 

Each  year  the  Sheffield  Association  must  raise 
$20,000  to  keep  the  Sheffield  Times  going,  to 
pay  for  printing,  postage,  insurance  and  the  like. 

Our  annual  appeal  has  so  far  brought  in 
$4,500  as  of  the  end  of  December.  Please  be  gener- 
ous! Support  your  community  newsletter  and  help 
us  keep  publishing!  Use  the  coupon  on  page  19. 
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recendv  donated  a  commercial  dishwasher 
and  helped  with  last  year's  renovation. 

Each  weeks  meal  consists  or  soup, 
salad,  bread,  a  hot  entree,  dessert  and 
coffee,  tea  or  juice.  Work  begins  early  in 
each  week,  when  the  kitchen  team  plans 
the  menu  for  their  meal,  gathers  and 
purchases  the  ingredients  and  does  the 
prep  work.  Dave  Smith,  Sr.,  of  Kiwanis, 
keeps  an  eye  on  the  Big  Y  sales  and 
triumphs  when  he  can  purchase  chicken 
thigh  packages  at  the  buy-one-get-two- 
free  price.  Roasted  chicken  thighs  are 
alwavs  a  big  hit  with  the  guests!  Three  of 
the  Christ  Church  team  decide  on  a  type 
of  soup,  make  it  separately  at  home  and 
then  combine  the  results.  Delicious! 

Salad  ingredients  are  typically 
donated  by  Guidos  in  Great  Barrington. 
Sometimes  there  is  extra  bread  for  guests 
to  take  home,  courtesy  of  the  Great  Bar- 
rington Food  Pantry. 

On  Thursday  afternoon  the  kitchen 
team  arrives  at  the  Legion  Hall  to  put 
up  the  tables  and  chairs,  set  the  tables 
and  cook  the  meal.  Guests  often  arrive 


early,  which  is  fine.  Some 
are  brought  from  Great 
Barrington  by  a  donated 
Southern  Berkshire  Elderly 
Transportation  Corporation 
van.  Volunteers  welcome  the 
guests  and  begin  to  serve  the 
food.  The  camaraderie  bred 
in  the  confines  of  a  small 
kitchen  spills  into  the  dining 
room,  enlivening  the  atmo- 
sphere at  the  tables  as  well. 

After  dessert,  residents 
of  the  Life  Share  commu- 
nity volunteer  for  cleanup 
duty,  folding  the  chairs, 
cleaning  the  tabletops  and  helping  to  put 
away  the  tables  for  another  day.  It  feels 
good  to  help,  to  be  needed. 

Coordinators  for  the  volunteer  groups 
include  Roger  ImhofF,  Doug  Happ,  Pia 
and  Jack  Bellinger,  Eileen  Folmer  and 
Suzanne  Ward.  In  addition  to  serving  as 
coordinators,  Dave  Smith,  Sr.,  Rita  Del- 
gado,  and  Linda  Day  serve  on  the  Board 
of  Directors  of  Breaking  Bread  Kitchen. 


George  Oleen 
Kiwanis  Club 


and  Phyllis  Pickertfrom  the  Sheffield 
serve  one  of  the  Thursday  night  meals. 

Three  couples  on  the  Christ  Church 
team — the  Bellingers,  Sindy  and  Mark 
Holmes  and  Kathy  and  Steve  Willig — 
have  been  a  part  of  Breaking  Bread 
Kitchen  since  its  inception,  as  has  Dave 
Smith,  Sr. 

Breaking  Bread  Kitchen  is  a  warm, 
friendly  community  meal.  Come  as  a 
guest  or  as  a  volunteer.  All  are  welcome! 
— Trudy  Weaver  Miller 
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OVER  30  YEARS  EXPERIENCE  IN  THE  TRADES 

ZENEX  CENTRAL  VACUUM  SYSTEMS 
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FREE  ESTIMATES  FOR 

Roofing  •  Tiling  •Decks  •  Porches 
Sheet  Rocking  •  Flooring  •  Additions 

Odd  Jobs 

Herbert  W.  Eichstedt  III 
Jason  W.  Eichstedt 


General  Contractors 

MA  Lie.  #052779 


413-229-2544 

CT  Lie.  #530102 
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CATERING 

All  Size  Parties 


Specialized  Sandwiches, 
Soups,  Salads  &  Homemade  Foods 

Lottery  .  Beer  .  Wine  *  Groceries 


139  South  Main  St.,  Sheffield,  MA 
413-229-6610 


Community  News 


SHIMINSKI  HONORED  FOR  WORK  ON 
PARENT-CHILD  HOME  PROGRAM 


Dr.  James  A.  Shiminski,  a  long-time 
resident  of  Sheffield  and  former  Title  I 
Director  of  the  Pittsfield  Public  Schools, 
was  honored  in  December  for  his  com- 
mitment to  expanding  the  Parent-Child 
Home  Program,  an  evidence-based 
approach  to  increasing  childhood  literacy 
and  school  readiness  through  the  use 
of  trained  paraprofessionals.  The  2010 
Soaring  to  Success  Award  was  presented 
to  Dr.  Shiminski  on  Dec.  9  at  a  ceremony 
at  the  State  House  in  Boston.  The  award 
is  given  annually. 

Dr.  Shiminski  was  honored  for  his 
work  on  behalf  of  the  children  and  families 
of  Pittsfield  and  the  entire  state.  As  Tide  I 
Director  of  the  Pittsfield  Public  Schools, 
he  initiated  research  demonstrating  the 
effectiveness  of  the  Parent-Child  Home 
Program,  following  preschool  participants 
through  high  school  graduation.  He  then 


helped  lead  the  effort  to  obtain  state 
funding  for  the  program  in  2000  and  has 
worked  for  the  past  decade  to  sustain  and 
expand  that  funding. 

Although  he  is  now  retired,  Dr. 
Shiminski  continues  to  work  on  behalf  of 
the  families  of  Pittsfield  and  Massachu- 
setts, serving  on  the  Parent-Child  Home 
Program-Child  Home  Program's  MA 
Advisory  Council  and  working  with  the 
homeless  in  Pittsfield. 

The  presentation  of  the  award  took 
place  at  the  Massachusetts  State  House  as 
part  of  the  2010  advisory  council  meeting. 
Sally  Douglas,  assistant  superintendent  of 
the  Pittsfield  Public  Schools,  and  James  M. 
Ruberto,  mayor  of  Pittsfield,  both  spoke  at 
the  presentation  ceremony.  State  Senator 
Benjamin  Downing  and  State  Representa- 
tive Smitty  Pignatelli  also  participated  in 
the  event. 


NEW  SIGNS  AT  LAST 

Thanks  to  Sheffield's  Kiwanis,  people 
unfamiliar  with  the  area  will  be  able  to 
better  find  their  way.  A  Kiwanis  com- 
mittee including 
John  Gilligan.Jim 
Collingwood, 
Steve  Shmulsky, 
Rob  Gingras, 
David  "Smitty" 
Smith  and  Brian 
Palmer  has 
installed  two 
new  "ladder 
signs"  at  key 
intersections. 
The  sign  at  the  junction  of  Routes  7 
and  7A,  once  a  faded  list  of  long-gone 
antiques  stores,  now  lists  current  busi- 
nesses in  Ashley  Falls.  (See  the  photo.) 

In  addition,  a  damaged  sign 
at  Home  Rd.  and  Hewins  St.  was 
replaced.  More  work  will  be  done 
next  season. 

There  is  room  for  added  entries 
on  the  ladder  signs.  If  you  have  a  busi- 
ness and  would  like  to  take  advantage 
of  this  advertising  tool,  let  the  Shef- 
field Kiwanis  know  at  P.O.  Box  683, 
Sheffield,  MA  01 257. 
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Think 
trees  IN 
February! 


COME  TO  THE 

SHEFFIELD  LAND  TRUST'S 

11th  ANNUALWINTER  LECTURE 

fa    On  Sunday,  Feb.  13  from  1  to  3pm  at 

Dewey  Memorial  Hall.  Hear  about  "Taking  Care  of 
Your  Trees:  from  Backyard  to  Community  For- 
est" from  a  panel  of  local  arborists  and  other 
professionals 

fa    Presented  in  conjunction  with 
the  Sheffield  Tree  Project 

fa     Followed  by  the  famous  Land  Trust  afternoon  tea 

Call  229-0234  for  more  information 


Collecting,  Preserving  and  Transmitting 
Sheffield's  History  for  the  future 

The  1774  Dan  Raymond  House  Museum  offers  exhibits  & 

tours:  Tuesday-Thursday,  1 1  am  to  4  pm  &  Saturday,  1-4  pm. 

Come  explore  the  daily  lives  of  common  people  from  the 

Revolutionary  generation  onward,  including  the  intriguing 

history  of  the  Sheffield  Tory  for  whom  the  house  is  named. 

The  Mark  Dewey  Research  Center  houses  the  towns  early 

archives,  including  tax  &  real  estate  records,  historic 

photographs,  and  genealogical  research.  Open  year  round, 

Monday  &  Friday  1:30-4  pm  and  by  appointment. 

Email:  mdrc@sheffieldhistory.org 

The  1834  Old  Stone  Store  located  on  the  town  green 

functions  as  the  Society's  gift  shop  and  exhibition  space. 

Open  weekends,  Saturday,  10  am  to  2  pm 

&  Sunday,  1 1  am  to  3  pm  (April-Dec.) 

159  Main  Street  |  PO  Box  747  |  Sheffield,  MA  01257 
413.229.2694  |  shs@sheffieldhistory.org 
WWW.  SHEFFIELDH  ISTORY.ORG 


DEWEY  HALL  FOLK  SERIES 


MORE  HEARINGS  ON  NEW  WATER  TANK 


The  Sheffield  Water  Company's  plan  to 
install  a  new  tank  on  property  it  owns  on 
Water  Farm  Rd.  continues  to  work  its 
wav  through  local  and  state  boards  and 
an  appeal  hied  by  the  owner  of  an  adjoin- 
ing property. 

The  Water  Company  received  approval 
from  Sheffields  Planning  Board  and 
Zoning  Board  of  Appeals  for  the  project, 
which  is  to  be  funded  by  an  increase  in 
water  rates  for  the  company's  customers — 
480  of  them  in  the  center  of  town — and  a 
low-interest  loan  from  the  state  Dept.  of 
Environmental  Protection.  The  loan  offer 
may  expire  in  the  summer  of  2011  if  the 
work  is  not  underway. 

An  informational  meeting  was  held 
on  Dec.  29  to  answer  questions  from 
the  community.  Those  who  spoke  were 
generally  in  favor  of  the  tank. 

A  hearing  on  the  appeal  by  Paul 
Greene  was  held  in  Sheffield  on  Jan.  5  by 
the  state  Dept.  of  Public  Utilities.  The 


attorney  for  the  Water  Company  started 
with  a  presentation  on  the  tower.  Then 
Town  officials —  the  Board  of  Selectmen, 
the  Fire  Chief,  the  Police  Chief,  the  Town 
Administrator — spoke  in  support  of  the 
tank.  Paul  Greene  made  his  case.  Other 
members  of  the  public  spoke,  generally  in 
favor  of  the  tank. 

The  DPU  will  decide  the  case  at  a 
later  date,  after  another  hearing  to  be 
held  in  Boston. 

Since  the  appeal  was  filed  and  the 
board  permits  granted,  the  Water 
Company  has  discovered  that  as  a  public 
utility,  under  Massachusetts  general  law  it 
does  not  need  the  permits. 

Currently,  the  company  stores  water 
in  one  covered  reservoir  that's  more  than 
100  years  old.  The  new  tank,  with  a 
250,000-gallon  capacity,  would  stabilize 
water  pressure  to  its  customers  and  give 
the  system  an  emergency  supply  of  water 
it  presently  does  not  have. 


Dewey  Memorial  Hall,  the  historic 
stone  building  next  to  the  Post  Office 
in  Sheffield,  hosts  a  monthly  folk  music 
series  with  local,  regional,  and  national 
musicians.  It's  a  rare  opportunity  to 
hear  musicians  in  an  intimate,  family- 
friendly,  coffeehouse  setting  with 
superb  acoustics. 

Common  Thread,  with  John  Sellew, 
Eric  Martin  and  Jamie  Vlcek,  play  folk 
music  from  everywhere  with  a  fiddle, 
a  guitar  and  three  sweet  voices.  Jan.  8. 

Moonshine  Holler,  the  husband 
and  wife  duet  of  Paula  Bradley  and  Bill 
Dillof,  plays  a  repertoire  that  includes 
Carter  family  classics,  hillbilly  blues 
and  mountain  ballads,  with  banjo/fiddle 
breakdowns  and  knock-your-socks-off 
flatfoot  dancing.  See  www.myspace. 
com/moonshinehoiler.  Feb.  5. 

Runa — Shannon  Lambert-Ryan  and 
her  husband  Fionan  de  Barra — bring 
a  contemporary  sensibility  to  tradi- 
tional and  recent  Celtic  tunes,  www. 
runamusic.com.  March  5. 

All  shows  are  at  7:30pm,  and 
refreshments  are  available.  Suggested 
donation  at  the  door  is  $  1 5.  See 
www.DeweyHall.com. 
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VILLAGE  ON  THE  GREEN  ££« 

113  Main  Street  •  Sheffield,  MA  •  (413)  229-7500 
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*Ask  about  platters  for  meetings  and  events— big  or  small  * 


Monday 

♦  Get  spaghetti  with 
sausage  or  meatballs 
with  hot  bread 

Dine  in     $4.95 
Dine  out    $5.95 

ALL  DAY 


Tuesday  &  Wednesday 

♦  Get  2  medium 
cheese  pizzas 

$14.95 
Dine  in  or  out 

ALL  DAY 


Thursday 

♦  Chicken  parmesan 

with  hot  bread 

Dine  in     $6. 95 
Dine  out    $7. 95 

ALL  DAY 


•  Burgers 

•  Fresh  salads 

•  Wraps 

•  Fried  seafood 


ALSO  SERVING: 

•  Specialty  sandwiches 

•  Hot/cold  sandwiches 

•  Reubens 

•  Grinders 


•  Pasta  dinners 

•  Casseroles 

•  Pizzas/calzones 

•  Sheet  pizza 


SUNDAY  -  THURSDAY  1 1  AM  -  9PM       FRIDAY  &  SATURDAY  1  lAM  -  10PM 
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Community  News 


SENIOR  CENTER  NEWS 

It's  the  beginning  of  a  new  era  tor  the 
senior  citizens  of  Sheffield.  The  newly 
constructed  Senior  Center  is  due  for 
completion  and  occupancy  in  early 
February.  Thanks  to  the  many  facets  of 
our  community  for  the  support  and  hard 
work  in  making  this  happen.  Money  from 
our  town  coffers,  Federal  stimulus  money 
and  donations  from  businesses,  non-prof- 
its, and  individuals  have  all  contributed  to 
make  this  dream  come  true. 

Come  and  visit!  Drop  in  and  relax, 
socialize  and  gather  information  and 
referrals  that  might  help  you  or  your 
family.  The  coffee  pot  will  always  be  on. 
Our  new  address  is  25  Cook  Rd.,  Shef- 
field, MA,  right  behind  the  American 
Legion,  our  new  neighbor.  Our  hours  are 
Monday-Friday,  9am  to  2:30pm. 

Wii  Bowling  fun.  A  tournament 
among  teams  from  Sheffield  Senior  Center, 
Claire  Teague  Senior  Center  and  Bostwick 
Gardens  is  being  scheduled  for  January. 


Other  activities.  Regular  movie 
showings  are  on  Mondays  at  noon  and 
Tuesdays  at  1 1:30  at  Claire  Teague  and 
Sheffield  Senior  Center,  respectively.  The 
exercise  class  is  Tuesday  and  Thursday  from 
9-  10am.  Check  for  times  of  the  monthly 
blood  pressure  checks  and  foot  clinics. 

Well  still  be  doing  the  Third 
Thursday  lunches  with  "double  header" 
programs.  I  he  Out  To  Lunch  Bunch  is  a 
way  of  experiencing  various  eating  spots. 
Lately  the  Mt.  Everett  Culinary  Restau- 
rant has  been  popular  on  Wednesdays. 

Other  ways  to  participate.  The  new 
building  will  require  a  volunteer  recep- 
tionist to  help  welcome  and  direct  visitors 
and  guests.  Would  you  be  interested  in 
donating  a  couple  of  hours  each  week-' 

The  Meals  on  Wheels  program  is 
building  its  cadre  of  volunteer  drivers  and 
wellness  visitors.  Drivers  receive  51  cents 
per  mile  gas  reimbursement.  Other  driver 
volunteers  are  being  interviewed  and 


Ihe  new  Senior  Center:  almost  done! 

"hired"  on  an  as-needed  basis  to  help  folks 
get  to  doctor  appointments  and  the  like. 

And  let  us  know!  Your  Senior  Center 
Director,  the  Council  on  Aging,  the 
Friends  of  the  Sheffield  Senior  Center 
and  the  rest  of  Town  government  are 
all  working  together  to  determine  the 
best  use  of  your  new  facility.  It  would  be 
helpful  to  hear  from  you  about  what  your 
vision  is  for  the  future  at  25  Cook  Rd. 
Feel  free  to  stop  in  and  chat  or  write  your 
ideas  down  and  send  them  along.  I  would 
like  to  hear  from  you. 

Be  sure  to  read  the  monthly  Shef- 
field Senior  Crier,  available  at  the  Senior 
Center  or  online  at  www.sheffieldma.gov 
for  other  ways  to  be  involved  in  senior 
advocacy  and  activities. 

— John-Arthur  Miller,  Director 


American  Made  Pottery 


com 


From  Fine  to  Folky. 

For  the  Home, 

the  Garden 

and  the  Table 


Clip  This  add 
and  get  20% 
Off  any  non- 
sale  items  at 
the  Sheffield 
Store !!! 
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Library  News 


THE  BUSHNELL-SAGE  LIBRARY 

Just  off  Route  7  in  Sheffield    4 1 3-229-7004 

Hours: Tues.-Thurs.  1 0-5;  Fri.  10-8; 

Sat.  1 0-5,  Sun  2-5;  Mon.  closed 


COMING  EVENTS 

Martin  Luther  King,  Jr.,  Day  Program. 

This  years  program,  presented  by  the 
Library  in  conjunction  with  the  Histori- 
cal Society  and  the  Senior  Center,  will 
take  place  on  Sun.,  Jan.  16,  at  2pm  in 
the  Library's  Community  Room.  Come 
learn  about  one  of  our  country's  heroes 
in  a  livelv  and  entertaining  program. 

Book  talk  on  letters  to  Jackie  Kennedy. 
On  Fri.,  Jan.  28,  at  6:30pm,  Paul  De 
Angelis  will  give  a  talk  on  his  and  Jay 
Mulvaney's  new  book,  Dear  Mrs.  Ken- 
nedy: The  World  Shares  Its  Grief,  Letters 
November  1963.  Writing  a  "poignant 
time  capsule,"  the  authors  include 
historical  context  for  their  selections, 
including  letters  from  society  queen 
Babe  Paley,  Rev.  Billy  Graham,  and  pub- 
lisher Bennett  Cerf,  among  many  others. 

Book  talk  on  vegetable  gardening. 
On  Sat.,  Feb.  19,  at  2pm.  Ron  and 
Jennifer  Kujawski  will  give  a  talk  on 
their  book,  The  Week-by-Week  Veg- 


etable Gardening  Handbook:  Make  the  2,000-square-foot  vegetable  garden  in 

Most  of  Your  Growing  Season.  This  Great  Barrington. 
father- daughter  team  shares  their  own  Save  the  date!  On  Sat.  March  26, 

triumphs,  mistakes,  and  misadventures  Judith  Papchristou  will  be  giving  a 

over  many  years  spent  together  in  the  talk  on  Halcyon  Murder,  her  new 

vegetable  patch.  They  currently  tend  a  work  of  fiction. 

LIBRARY  NEWS  AND  NOTES 


Winchester  book  talk  sets  a  record* 

On  Dec.  3,  local  author  Simon  Win- 
chester gave  a  talk  on  his  new  book, 
Atlantic:  Great  Sea  Battles,  Heroic 
Discoveries,  Titanic  Storms,  and  a  Vast 
Ocean  of  a  Million  Stories,  to  a  record 
crowd  at  the  Library. 

More  than  100  people  came  to  hear 
Simon,  who  is  also  the  author  of  books 
about  the  San  Francisco  earthquake,  the 
Krakatoa  explosion  and  the  creation  of 
the  Oxford  English  Dictionary.  People 
crowded  into  the  Library's  Community 
Room.  They  sat  on  the  regular  folding 
chairs,  children's  chairs,  tables  at  the  back 


of  the  room  or  the  floor  or  stood  the 
whole  program,  and  while  Simon  was 
talking,  you  could  hear  a  pin  drop. 

All  30  books  provided  by  the 
Bookloft  in  Great  Barrington  for  signing 
were  sold.  In  keeping  with  the  evening's 
theme,  the  Friends  of  the  Library  served 
cups  of  homemade  clam  chowder,  mini 
quiches,  coffee,  cider  and  other  fare. 

Email  list  for  fast  Library  news. 
The  Library  is  compiling  an  email  list 
so  it  can  send  out  news  and  program 
information.  If  you'd  like  to  be  included 
on  the  list,  email  Sarah  Williams  at 
sarah@sarahwilliams-sos.com 
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SANDRA  PRESTON  REAL  ESTATE 

Massachusetts,  Connecticut  &.  New  York  Properties 

Representing  Buyers  and  Sellers  in  the  Tri- 
State  area  for  over  30  years.  If  you  are  plan- 
ning to  buy  or  sell,  please  contact  us.  Our 
office  is  open  7  days  a  week.  We  are  members 
of  the  Berkshire  Board  of  Realtors  and  their 
Multiple  Listing  Service  as  well  as  the  Litch- 
field County  Board  and  their  MLS.  Visit  our 
website  at  www.sandraprestonrealestate.com, 
e-mail:  pressa@verizon.net,  or  just  call  us  at 
413-229-2077. 

575  Sheffield  Plain,  (Route  7) 

Sheffield,  MA  01257 

Sandra  Preston,  Broker,  GRI,  CRS 


pa 

DOMINICK  &  DOMINICK  LLC 

H 

Pamela  Bloodworth 

Financial  Advisor 

Investments 

150  E.  52nd  Street                                           2125588820 

3rd  floor                                                           800  221  2869 

New  York,  NY  10022                                       212  750  6475  fax 

pbloodworth@dominickanddominick.com 

4132293530                                                     by  app't  Fridays 

PRECISION 

AUTOCRAFT  inc. 

HIGH  QUALITY  BODY  REPAIR  &  FINISHING 

Complete  Collision  •  Paint  •  Glass  Services 

Laser  Frame  Measuring 

Computer  Controlled  Estimating  and  Paint  Mixing  Systems 

THOMAS  M.  ANDRUS 

Rt.  7,  1939  No.  Main  St.,  Sheffield  MA  01257 

(413)528-1457  1-800-734-1457 

Fax  (413)528-0186  •  precision.auto@roadrunner.com 
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FROM  THE  BOARD  OF  SELECTMEN'S  MINUTES 


Oct.  4  working  meeting 

TTie  Board  discussed  the  cooperation  of 
fire  departments  between  the  towns  of 
Sheffield,  Egremont,  Great  Barrington  and 
Alford.  Topics  discussed  were  training, 
mandatory  practice,  location  of  training, 
color  coded  helmets  and  documentation 
of  training.  All  agreed  that  New  Marl- 
borough should  be  invited  to  participate. 
Fire  Chief  Rick  Boardman  will  set  up  a 
meeting  with  all  the  chiefs. 

The  Board  discussed  the  process  for 
evaluating  Town  Administrator  Joe  Kel- 
logg and  agreed  to  use  a  rating  system.  The 
template  from  last  year's  evaluation  was 
distributed  for  review. 

Oct.  14  working  meeting 

The  Board  discussed  color  choices  for  the 
Senior  Center  and  chose  a  variety  of  neutral 
tones  for  the  interior  walls  and  trim,  carpet, 
kitchen  floor  tile,  cabinets  and  countertops. 

Administrator  Kellogg  reviewed  the 
status  of  the  Senior  Center  project,  noting 
that  change  orders  would  be  required  in 
various  areas — site  work,  basement  drain- 
age, final  paving,  standby  generator  and 
septic  pumps.  Board  members  agreed  with 
moving  ahead  on  the  change  orders. 

Discussion  ensued  regarding  a  pro- 
posal from  the  America  Legion  for  a 
one-time  buy-out  of  the  Town's  obligation 
to  provide  storage  to  the  Legion. 

Oct.  18  working  meeting 

After  discussion,  the  Board  agreed  to 
extend  the  employment  contract  between 
the  Town  and  Administrator  Kellogg,  set 
to  expire  in  November,  to  June  30,  2011, 
to  coincide  with  the  fiscal  year.  Negotia- 
tions for  a  renewal  contract  would  begin  in 
the  spring. 

Discussion  ensued  regarding  the  Town 
Administrator's  roles  and  responsibilities. 
It  was  the  consensus  of  the  Board  that  the 
primary  responsibility  was  to  deal  with  the 
day-to-day  administration,  interactions 
and  communications.  The  discussion  will 
continue  at  a  future  meeting. 

Oct.  18  regular  meeting 

Judy  Steindler,  chairman  of  the  Commis- 
sion on  Disabilities,  and  Laura  Grunfeld, 
member  of  the  Commission,  were  present 


to  discuss  the  Disabilities  Fair  to  be  held 
on  Nov.  3  at  Mt.  Everett  Regional  High 
School.  The  Fair,  open  to  the  public,  is 
sponsored  by  the  Commission  and  the 
Southern  Berkshire  Regional  School 
District.  There  are  40  agencies  currently 
signed  up  and  more  are  expected. 

The  Board  reviewed  the  draft  Emer- 
gency Management  System  plan  and 
requested  a  few  changes.  The  Board  decided 
to  not  participate  in  the  Southern  Berkshire 
Regional  Emergency  Service  Zone  Plan 
and  to  submit  the  town's  own  application. 

Tom  Ingersoll,  Kathy  Orlando  and 
Mike  King  from  the  Sheffield  Tree  Project 
were  present  to  update  the  Board  on  the 
organization's  program  and  to  announce 
that  Sheffield  has  received  a  Tree  City 
USA  Designation  for  2009.  The  Tree 
Project  will  soon  be  applying  for  the  des- 
ignation for  2010.  Signs  to  be  placed  on 
Route  7  and  a  plaque  for  Town  Hall  were 
presented  to  the  Board.  The  group  plans 
to  prune  and  mulch  trees  at  a  community 
work  day  on  Oct.  30. 

I  he  Board  discussed  the  three  ques- 
tions on  the  ballot  in  November  election 
and  voted  to  take  a  position  in  favor  of 
repealing  Chapter  40B  affordable  housing 
permits  and  not  in  favor  of  reducing  the 
State  sales  tax  to  3  percent.  It  took  no  posi- 
tion on  repealing  the  sales  tax  on  alcohol. 
[hi  the  election,  voters,  repealed  the  alcohol  tax 
and  voted  no  on  the  other  questions.] 

Administrator  Kellogg  said  that  a 
Materials  Recovery  Facility  grant  applica- 
tion due  at  the  end  of  October  could  be 
used  to  hire  a  summer  position  for  the 
Transfer  Station  to  increase  awareness  and 
education  regarding  recycling.  The  board 
voted  to  apply  for  the  grant. 

The  Town  received  these  bids  for 
winter  road  sand:  Segalla  Sand  and  Gravel 
at  $13.44  per  ton;  J.  Donovan  and  Son  at 
$11.00  per  ton;  Joe  Wilkinson  Excavating 
at  $13.00  per  ton;  O'Connor  Bros.,  Inc.  at 
$14.90  per  ton.  The  Board  voted  to  award 
the  contract  to  the  low  bidder,  J.  Donovan 
and  Son. 

Under  Selectmen's  Items,  Selectman 
Wood  updated  the  Board  on  the  progress 
of  Wired  West,  which  seeks  to  improve 
broadband  connections  in  Western 
Massachusetts.  She  noted  that  the  Direct 


Local  Technical  Assistance  Grant  applica- 
tion to  the  Berkshire  Regional  Planning 
Commission  is  due  at  the  end  of  October. 
Discussion  ensued  regarding  submitting 
an  application,  and  Wood  will  obtain  more 
information  before  a  decision  is  made. 

Board  Chair  Julie  Hannum  said  that 
the  new  fire  truck  arrived  on  Friday  and  an 
open  house  would  be  held  so  residents  can 
view  the  truck. 

Administrator  Kellogg  congratulated 
Michael  Ovitt  on  receiving  his  renewed  five- 
year  certification  as  a  Treasurer/Collector. 

During  the  Public  Comment  time, 
Laura  Grunfeld  said  that  she  would  like 
the  term  Selectman  changed  to  a  non 
gender-based  title.  Administrator  Kellogg 
explained  that  the  position  title  is  set  by 
the  State  and  would  require  special  legisla- 
tion to  change  legally  and  said  he  agreed 
that  such  legislation  should  be  pursued. 

John -Arthur  Miller,  director  of  the 
Senior  Center,  announced  that  the  Coun- 
cil on  Aging  will  provide  rides  to  vote  on 
Election  Day  and  to  the  Disabilities  Fair. 

Mike  King  expressed  his  concerns  over 
confusion  regarding  what  can  be  recycled. 
Discussion  ensued  regarding  metal  recy- 
cling. King  would  like  to  be  able  to  remove 
usable  items  from  the  scrap  metal  box. 

Nov.  1  working  meeting 
The  Board  set  a  schedule  for  several  meet- 
ings in  November.  Under  other  business, 
Administrator  Kellogg  noted  that  the 
attempt  to  collaborate  with  the  Town  of 
Lee  on  purchasing  a  backhoe  did  not  work 
out  due  to  different  requirements  for  the 
equipment.  He  will  prepare  the  docu- 
ments needed  to  solicit  bids  for  Sheffield's 
own  backhoe. 

Nov.  1  regular  meeting 

Denise  Rueger  submitted  her  resignation 
from  the  Commission  on  Disabilities.  The 
Board  voted  to  accept  the  resignation  and 
send  a  letter  of  thanks. 

Chairman  Hannum  announced  that 
notice  was  received  from  the  Dept.  of 
Agricultural  Resources  regarding  their 
intent  to  purchase  an  Agricultural  Preser- 
vation Restriction  on  a  parcel  containing 
1.069  acres  off  of  Rote  Hill  Road. 

Under  Selectmen's  Items,  Selectman 


Some  Board  of  Selectmen's  meetings 

are  aired  on  CTSB  Cable  Channel 

1 6.  Check  schedule  for  times. 


W  ood  congratulated  Chairman  Hannum 
on  being  elected  president  of  the  Berkshire 
Count\-  Board  of  Selectmen's  Associa- 
tion. Wood  noted  that  the  Massachusetts 
Broadband  Institute  will  come  to  Sheffield 
sometime  in  November  or  December  to 
do  an  assessment  on  broadband  needs. 

Administra- 
tor Kellogg  con- 
gratulated Highway 
Dept.  Truck  Driver/ 
Equipment  Opera- 
tors Michael  Kings- 
bury and  Mark 
Annelli  for  placing 
second  in  the 
Annual  Snow  Plow 
Rodeo  sponsored 
by  the  Berkshire 
County  Highway 
Superintendents 
Association. 

Kathy  Orlando 
has  asked  for  a  letter 
of  support  for  a 
grant  the  Sheffield 
Land  Trust  is  seek- 
ing to  build  a  bridge 
over  Schenob  Brook 
as  part  of  the  Land  Trust's  Community 
Recreational  &  Educational  Trail  Network. 
The  Board  unanimously  agreed  to  do  so. 

Nov.  10  working  meeting 

Thomas  Carmody  the  Town  Building 
Inspector,  was  present  at  his  request.  He 
provided  Board  members  with  copies  of 
the  following:  A  letter  from  Selectman 
Wood  to  Carmody  requesting  his  inter- 
pretation of  the  Zoning  Bylaw  regarding 
accessory  apartments;  his  response  to 
the  letter;  pamphlets  from  the  Berk- 
shire Taconic  Community  Foundation 
Housing  Us  project  and  Salisbury  Bank 
regarding  accessory  apartments;  and  a 
draft  of  a  letter  prepared  by  Wood  and 
the  Economic  Development  Committee 
proposed  for  inclusion  with  the  Town's 
building  permit  application  packet. 
Discussion  ensued,  in  which  Carmody 
said  that  Housing  Us  pamphlet  and  the 
program  sponsored  by  Salisbury  Bank 


CULTURAL  COUNCIL  NEWS 

Members  of  the  Sheffield  Cultural 
Council  met  in  early  December  to 
deliberate  on  the  40  grant  applica- 
tions received  from  individuals, 
non-profit  organizations,  schools  and 
educational  programs  in  town. With 
only  $3,870  from  the  Mass  Cultural 
Council  and  a  few  more  dollars  left 
over  from  last  year's  amount,  the 
Cultural  Council  was  able  to  award 
money  to  20  applicants. When  the 
state  approves  the  Council's  recom- 
mendations in  January,  those  receiv- 
ing the  grants  will  be  notified. Your 
Cultural  Council  members  are  Sally 
Cook.Anne  Dunn, Jamie  Foster,  Mar- 
cia  Friedman,  David  Reed  and  Trudy 
Miller.  — Trudy  Weaver  Miller 


sion,  Selectmen  Wood  apologized  for  the 
miscommunication  regarding  the  draft 
letter  and  said  it  will  be  destroyed. 
Discussion  ensued  regarding  the 
development  process  for  new  businesses, 
and  Board  members  expressed  their  con- 
cern that  the  Town  maintain  a  business - 

friendly  stance  in 
helping  applicants 
through  this  pro- 
cess. Carmody  said 
the  process  should 
begin  with  him  as 
Building  Inspec- 
tor and  Zoning 
Enforcement  Offi- 
cer. Chairman  Han- 
num stated  that  she 
is  concerned  with 
applicants  being  led 
in  the  wrong  direc- 
tion or  confused  on 
which  departments 
are  involved  with 
their  projects,  as 
has  happened  in  the 
past.  She  would  like 
to  make  sure  that 
decisions  are  made 
in  the  best  interests  of  the  Town.  Carmody 
stated  that  he  was  only  responsible  for 
building  and  zoning  issues. 

In  other  matters,  Selectmen  Wood 
discussed  her  concern  with  offensive  signs 
being  displayed  on  Boardman  St.  Car- 
mody suggested  that  the  Board  contact  the 
Police  Chief. 

Nov.  22  working  meeting 

Dr.  Michael  Singleton,  superintendant  of 
the  Southern  Berkshire  Regional  School 
District,  and  Bruce  Turner,  District 
Business  Administrator,  were  present  to 
update  the  Board.  They  noted  that  they 
were  meeting  with  the  Selectmen  of  all  five 
towns  in  the  district.  Singleton  distributed 
goals  and  mission  statement  for  the  dis- 
trict, a  staff  roster,  FY12  budget  develop- 
ment calendar,  the  budget  packet  for  FY11 
and  the  Mt.  Everett  English  Style  Guide. 

Discussion  ensued  on  a  number  of 
topics:  the  capital  projects  that  took  place 


contain  errors.  He  also  expressed  concern     during  the  year,  the  math  initiative,  coop- 
regarding  the  draft  letter.  After  discus-  erative  purchasing,  in  service  for  teachers, 


the  annual  evacuation  drill,  the  annual 
senior  citizen  luncheon  on  Dec.  2  and  the 
Thanksgiving  programs.  It  was  noted  that 
Energy  Efficiency  and  Conservation  Block 
Grant  funds,  some  from  the  Town's  alloca- 
tion, were  used  to  upgrade  the  schools' 
heating  system  and  update  some  lighting. 
The  District  is  also  exploring  a  possible 
solar  installation. 

In  a  discussion  about  charter  schools, 
Singleton  said  that  there  are  currently  no 
applications  in  this  area.  He  noted  that 
there  has  been  consideration  of  designat- 
ing the  Egremont  School  as  an  innovative 
school  at  the  elementary  level  as  well  as 
exploring  options  for  the  high  school 
level.  In  regard  to  regionalization  efforts, 
Singleton  said  that  a  sub-committee  has 
been  formed  to  explore  them. 

Mark  Bachetti,  president  of  the  Ameri- 
can Legion  Post  Home,  joined  the  meeting 
to  discuss  the  American  Legion's  proposal 
that  in  return  for  a  one-time  payment  of 
$14,000,  the  American  Legion  relieve  the 
Town  of  its  agreed-on  responsibility  to 
provide  storage  for  the  American  Legion. 
Currently,  the  Legion  is  storing  items  in 
a  rented  shed  and  at  member's  homes.  In 
discussion,  Selectman  Wood  said  that  she 
would  not  agree  without  a  definite  plan  for 
the  money.  The  amount  of  space  needed  is 
432  square  feet.  There  was  discussion  of 
purchasing  a  prefabricated  shed  or  having 
Mount  Everett  students  build  a  shed. 
Administrator  Kellogg  will  look  into  these 
options  and  report  back. 

Kellogg  distributed  a  proposed  amend- 
ment to  the  contract  with  Barry  Architects 
for  the  new  Senior  Center.  He  explained, 
due  to  omissions  by  the  prior  architect, 
additional  work  was  needed  by  sub- 
consultant White  Engineering,  resulting  in 
a  contract  increase  of  $4,500.  In  addition, 
it  was  decided  to  contract  with  a  solar 
sub-consultant  to  advise  on  how  to  revise 
the  electrical  design  to  accommodate  the 
future  installation  of  solar  photovoltaic 
panels  on  the  roof.  Such  work  will  cost 
$1,500.  The  Board  voted  to  amend  the 
contract  with  Barry  Architects  in  the 
amount  of  $6,000. 

The  Board  of  Health  has  recom- 
mended the  appointment  of  Seana 

Continued  on  page  10 
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Village   Green 


MINUTES,  continued  from  page  9 


Fetterhoffas  Clerk,  with  a  salary  of 
$16.12  per  hour.  After  discussion,  the 
Board  approved  the  appointment,  with 
Selectmen  Wood  abstaining  since  she  is  a 
Board  of  Health  member. 

Wood  expressed  concern  over  an 
issue  last  week  between  a  volunteer  and 
an  employee  regarding  the  water  cooler. 
She  said  that  employees  are  here  to  serve 
the  public  and  that  board  or  committee 
volunteers  should  be  treated  with  the 
same  respect  as  the  public.  Each  Board 
member  has  received  a  letter  regarding 
this  issue. 

Nov.  22  regular  meeting 
Chairman  Hannum  read  the  list  of  fees 
for  the  2011  Selectmen  Licenses,  noting 
that,  in  accordance  with  Board  policy, 
they  have  increased  by  the  Consumer 
Price  Index  of  1.1%. 

Julie  Kclley,  doing  business  as  Basi- 
cally Baked,  has  applied  for  a  Common 
Victuallers  License  for  a  bakery  at  245 
North  Undermountain  Rd.  The  license 
was  approved. 

Administrator  Kellogg  reminded 
residents  that  there  is  no  overnight  parking 
in  the  Village  Green  from  November  1 
through  April  1.  Any  vehicle  left  overnight 
will  be  ticketed  and  towed. 

The  Collector/Treasurer's  office  has 
requested  that  the  Board  abate  $3,3 12 
in  Solid  Waste  User  fees  from  FY04 
thru  FY08 — fees  deemed  uncollectible. 
The  abatement  will  allow  the  sum  to 
be  removed  from  the  books.  The  Board 
approved  the  abatement,  and  Administra- 
tor Kellogg  reminded  residents  that  there 
is  no  abatement  process  with  the  current 
sticker  system. 

Under  Selectmen's  items,  Select- 
man Wood  expressed  concerns  with 
GE's  proposal  to  remediate  the  PCB 
pollution  in  the  Housatonic  River  and 
offered  to  draft  a  letter  regarding  the 
impact  on  Sheffield.  The  Board  decided 
to  have  her  work  with  Administrator 
Kellogg  on  the  letter. 

Chairman  Hannum  thanked  the 
Kiwanis  for  holding  the  Harvest  Brunch 
to  raise  funds  for  the  new  senior  center. 
[See  the  story  on  page  15. J 

Under  other  business,  Michael  Citrin, 
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Chairman  of  the  Housing  Commission,  sion,  will  prepare  the  application. 

was  present  to  discuss  applying  for  a  George  Oleen  was  present  to  discuss 


Technical  Assistance 
Grant  from  Berk- 
shire Regional  Plan- 
ning Commission  to 
update  the  by-laws 
to  include  accessory 

apartments.  After  a  discussion,  the  Board 
authorized  the  Housing  Commission  to 
apply  for  the  grant. 

The  Board  wished  everyone  a  Happy 
Thanksgiving. 

Dec.  6  regular  meeting 
Catherine  Miller  and  Allison  Lassoe  were 
present  to  discuss  possible  bike-touring 
routes  for  a  brochure  being  developed 
by  Berkshire  Bike  Path  for  Southern 
Berkshire  County.  The  main  north- 
south  route  would  be  Boardman  St.  to 
Maple  Ave.  to  Hewins  St.  to  Route  7A 
in  Ashley  Falls  to  the  Connecticut  line. 
The  around-town  route  would  be  Miller 
Ave.  to  Bear's  Den  Rd.  to  Berkshire 


Find  phone  numbers,  news,  meeting  minutes 

and  agendas  at  the  Sheffield  town  website: 

www.shefffieldma.gov 


his  concern  that  a 
portion  of  Lower 
Barnum  St.  would 
be  closed  for  the 
winter.  Adminis- 
trator Kellogg  said 
that  he  would  discuss  these  concerns 
with  the  Highway  Superintendent. 

At  Administrator  Kellogg's  request, 
the  Board  approved  a  change  order  for  the 
Senior  Center  constuction  to  allow  Salco 
Construction  to  do  a  top  coat  of  paving  for 
the  parking  area  at  a  cost  of  $19,745. 
After  reviewing  a  draft,  the  Board 
decided  to  send  a  letter  to  the  federal 
Environmental  Protection  Agency  com- 
menting on  Sheffield's  concerns  regarding 
the  clean  up  plan  for  the  Housatonic  River 
proposed  by  General  Electric. 

Chairman  Hannum  reminded 
residents  that  overnight  parking  is  banned 
during  the  winter  on  the  Village  Green 
and  that  sand  is  available  for  residents 
School  Rd.  to  Main  St.  line  Board  put  off    behind  Town  Hall.  Residents  are  allowed 


making  a  decision  until  the  next  meeting 
so  the  map  could  be  placed  on  the  Town 
website  for  public  review. 

Miller  also  showed  the  Board  a  plaque 
with  the  names  of  all  those  who  con- 
tributed to  constructing  the  Town  Hall 
parking  lot.  She  noted  it  will  be  installed 
in  the  Spring. 

After  receiving  bids  for  snow-plow- 
ing Town  Hall  parking  lot,  sidewalks  or 
roads  as  needed  by  the  Highway  Dept., 
the  Board  awarded  the  contract  to 


to  fill  up  a  five -gallon  bucket  for  personal 
use. 

Dec.  8  working  meeting 

The  meeting  was  held  at  Pete's  Sales 
and  Service  on  Route  7  to  discuss 
a  parking  problem  there.  In  atten- 
dance were  Peter  Batacchi,  owner 
of  the  business,  Peter  Niles  and 
Larry  Salvatore  from  Mass  Dept.  of 
Transportation,  State  Representative 
Smitty  Pignatelli,  Police  Chief  James 


Richard  Boardman  and  Arthur  Mathieu  McGarry  and  Mark  Pruhenski. 
at  the  rate  of  $60  per  hour  for  truck  Vehicles  at  Pete's  are  illegally  parking  in 

and  driver  and  $70  per  hour  for  truck,  the  State  right  of  way  on  Route  7,  block  - 

sander  and  driver.  ing  Pruhenski's  sight  line  and  making  it 

The  Board  also  appointed  John  Tinker  difficult  for  him  to  safely  exit  his  driveway, 

as  a  seasonal  truck  driver  at  the  rate  of  The  group  toured  the  area  and  discussed 

$15.30  per  hour.  Per  Chief  Boardman's  possible  solutions.  Pruhenski  and  Batacchi 


recommendation,  the  Board  appointed 
Trevor  Williamson  as  a  probationary 
member  of  the  Fire  Dept. 

The  Board  decided  to  apply  for  a 
technical  assistance  grant  to  the  Berk- 
shire Regional  Planning  Commission  to 


agreed  to  communicate  better  and  work 
to  assure  that  the  sight  line  is  not  blocked. 
Niles  said  his  crew  would  paint  larger  "no 
parking"  signs  on  the  road  in  the  spring. 
Chief  McGarry  encouraged  Pruhenski 
to  call  the  Police  Dept.  whenever  he  sees 


assist  the  Housing  Commission  develop      illegal  parking. 

an  accessory  apartment  bylaw.  Michael  The  Board  agreed  to  assess  the  situ- 

Citrin,  chair  of  the  Housing  Commis-  ation  in  30  days  to  see  if  there  has  been 

any  improvement. 


PLANNING  BOARD:  Oct. 

Working  with  the  Housing  Commission 

On  Nov.  10.  a  delegation  from  Shef- 
fields  Housing  Commission  attended  the 
Planning  Board  meeting:  \Iichael  Citron, 
John  Stookey  and  N  larilyn  Wightman  from 
me  Commission,  as  well  as  Rene  Wood 
from  the  Board  of  Selectman. 

The  group  explained  that  it  would 
like  to  implement  more  housing  options 
in  Sheffield,  based  on  the  town's  master 
plan.  After  collecting  information  from 
a  variety  of  professionals,  the  Commis- 
sion has  decided  to  focus  on  accessory 
housing.  The  Commission  would  like 
to  apply  for  a  grant  from  Berkshire 
Regional  Planning  Commission  to  help 
draft  bylaws  on  accessory-use  housing 
that  would  eventually  come  to  the  Plan- 
ning Board  for  approval. 

The  Commission  members  discussed 
some  of  what  they  had  in  mind  for  the 
bylaws.  For  instance,  currently  if  you  have 
an  unattached  garage,  you  wouldn't  be  able 
to  build  an  apartment  over  it  as  a  matter  of 
right.  Issues  of  parking  and  the  numbers 
of  cars  will  have  to  be  resolved.  Planning 


28,  Nov.  1 0,  Dec.  9  meetings 

Board  members  said  they  would  like  to 
support  the  efforts  of  the  Commission. 

Rene  Wood  noted  that  she  is  willing 
to  help  on  the  grant,  but  the  Housing 
Commission  and  the  Planning  Board 
need  to  identify  the  goals. 

John  Stookey  noted  that  establishing 
accessory  housing  is  not  going  to  solve  the 
housing  problem,  but  is  a  start. 

[The  Board  of  Selectmen  approved  the 
grant  application;  see  minutes  for  Dec.  6.] 

Form  A  application 

On  Dec.  9,  a  Form  A  (approval  not 
required  for  subdivision)  application  was 
received  from  Anne  L.  Chase  and  the 
Estate  of  Mary  Chase  to  create  three  lots 
on  Lime  Kiln  Rd.:  a  two-acre  and  1.635- 
acre  parcel  on  the  north  side  of  Lime  Kiln 
Rd.  and  an  8.9  acre  parcel  on  the  south 
side  of  Lime  Kiln  Rd.  and  east  side  of  Bow 
Wow  Rd.  Kathy  Orlando  from  the  Shef- 
field Land  Trust  was  present  to  explain 
that  ultimately,  the  Pothul  family  would 
own  the  whole  farm  after  it  is  protected, 
with  one  parcel  retained  by  the  Chases. 


Other  business. The  Board  discussed 
making  the  Form  A  application  clearer.  It 
would  like  to  cite  Bloom  v.  Planning  Board 
of  Brookline,  1963,  in  the  disclaimer 
stamp  and  add  the  owner's  name  to  the 
form.  The  new  form  will  be  posted  on  the 
Town  website. 

David  Smith,  Sr.,  will  be  Chair  in  2011. 

Members  of  the  Board  recently 
attended  a  joint  meeting  with  the  Zoning 
Board  of  Appeals,  Conservation  Commis- 
sion and  Board  of  Selectmen.  According 
to  the  new  Massachusetts  Open  Meeting 
statute,  drafts  of  minutes  must  be  posted 
on  the  Town  website  within  10  days  of  the 
meeting.  The  minutes  should  be  as  brief  as 
possible.  Revised  minutes  must  be  submit- 
ted as  soon  as  possible. 

Such  all-boards  meetings  will  take 
place  twice  a  year,  one  in  mid-January  to 
get  ready  for  the  Town  warrant  in  May, 
and  another  in  mid-September  to  get 
ready  for  the  December  warrant.  Board 
inquiries  to  Joe  Kellogg  or  town  counsel 
must  go  through  the  Chair  of  each  Board. 

— Nadia  Milleron,  Planning  Board  Secretary 


COMMISSION  ON  DISABILITIES:  A  PRODUCTIVE  FIRST  YEAR 


The  town's  Commission  on  Disabilities  has  just  celebrated  its 
first  year.  The  Commission,  initially  chaired  by  Denise  Rueger, 
is  now  headed  by  Judith  Steindler. 

The  Commission  has  reached  out  through  town  mailings, 
local  media  and  organizations  and  has  its  own  page  on  the 
Town  web  site.  The  Commission  got  disabilities'  resources  and 
contact  information  included  in  the "2011  RSVP  Senior  Calen- 
dar," which  anyone  may  pick  up  for  free  at  the  Senior  Center. 

The  Commission  has  been  working  with  other  Town  groups, 
the  regional  school  district,  and  the  Bushnell-Sage  Library,  where 
there  was  a  month-long  focus  on  disabilities'  awareness.  The 
Commission  has  worked  to  persuade  Sheffield  residents  to  make 
sure  their  street  numbers  are  visible  at  roadside  from  both  direc- 
tions, to  aid  emergency  response,  and  to  give 
the  911  system  any  disability  information 
for  a  household. 

The  Commission  has  been  working 
with  the  Mass  Department  of  Transporta- 
tion to  provide  safer  Main  St.  (Route  7) 
crossings,  many  of  which  will  be  addressed 
in  work  scheduled  by  the  DOT  in  2013. 

On  Nov.  3,  the  Commission,  in  part- 
nership with  the  Southern  Berkshire 
Regional  School  District,  hosted  a  Dis- 
abilities Resources  Fair.  Nearly  60  orga- 
nizations and  businesses  from  the  region 
were  on  hand. 

Back  in  March  2010,  the  Commission 


sponsored  a  seminar  on  the  Americans  with  Disabilities  Act 
for  the  town  and  invited  Mary  Makuk,  a  local  disability  rights 
advocate,  and  Jeffrey  L.  Dougan,  assistant  director  for  Com- 
munity Services  at  the  Mass  Office  on  Disability  in  Boston 
to  speak.  Dougan  also  performed  a  site  visit  of  the  Sheffield 
Town  Hall,  resulting  in  the  regrading  of  the  pavement  leading 
to  the  front  door  and  other  changes. 

The  Commission  still  has  many  projects  on  its  to-do  list  and 
looks  forward  to  a  productive  new  year.  There's  room  for  more 
members — the  Commission  now  has  five  members  but  may 
have  as  many  as  nine.  Visitors  are  welcome.  To  find  out  more, 
contact  Rhonda  LaBombard,  the  ADA  Coordinator  at  Town 
Hall,  at  229-7000  ext.  152  or  rlabombard@sheffieldma.gov. 
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TOWN  CLERK  NEWS 

It's  everyone's  favorite  time  of  year!  Yes, 
the  Annual  Street  Lists  forms  are  going 
out  the  beginning  of  January.  Please 
read  the  form  carefully  and  check  it  for 
accuracy,  make  any  needed  changes  and 
return  it  to  this  office  as  soon  as  possible. 
The  town's  responses  to  this  census  are 
essential  to  maintain  local,  state  and  fed- 
eral services  to  you  as  residents,  veterans, 
seniors  and  schoolchildren.  We  would 
really  like  to  avoid  having  to  make  phone 
calls  to  get  a  complete  response. 


COLLECTOR'S  &  ASSESSOR'S 

Fiscal  Year  20 1  I  actual  tax  bills  were 
mailed  in  December.  Payments  are  due 
Feb.  I  and  May  I. The  new  tax  rate 
has  been  set  at  $  1 2.50  per  $  1 .000  of 
valuation.  For  questions  regarding  valu- 
ation, contact  the  Assessor's  Office  at 
at  229-7000  ext.  1 55.  Other  questions, 
call  the  Collector's  Office  at  ext.  153. 


Hunting  and  fishing.  The  201 1  hunt- 
ing and  fishing  licenses  have  arrived.  Please 
provide  a  previous  year's  license  or  a  copy 
of  a  hunter  safety  certificate  if  obtaining  a 
hunting/sporting  license.  For  further  infor- 
mation, see  www.mass.gov/masswildlife. 

Dog  licenses.  License  renewals  take 
place  annually  from  March  1  to  May  1.  If 
you  have  a  dog  six  months  of  age  or  older 
or  if  you  reside  in  Sheffield  a  minimum 
of  30  days  of  the  year,  you  are  required 
to  license  your  dog.  The  fees  are  $10  for 
intact  dogs,  $5  for  spayed/neutered  dogs. 
A  fine  of  $25  per  dog  will  be  imposed  after 
the  deadline.  If  you  have  acquired  a  new 
dog  it  can  be  licensed  anytime  of  year  at 
the  regular  rate.  For  further  information 
please  contact  the  Town  Clerk's  office. 

Hie  annual  Boy  Scout  rabies  clinic  will 
be  held  on  Sat.,  March  26  from  1  to  3pm 
in  the  Town  Hall  parking  lot.  Hie  cost 
of  the  vaccination  is  $10  (and  does  not 
include  the  cost  of  licensing  your  dog). 


Voter  registration.  You  can  register  to 
vote  year  round.  Questoins?  Contact  the 
Town  Clerks  office  or  visit  the  Secretary  of 
States  website  at  www.sec.state.ma.us/ele. 

Attention  business  owners!  If  you 
hold  a  trade  name  certificate  (d.b.a.),  be 
sure  that  it  is  still  current.  Certificates  are 
good  for  four  years  from  the  application 
date.  Take  a  look  at  your  certificate  and  see 
if  you  are  due  for  renewal.  If  you  are  uncer- 
tain or  have  a  question,  call  the  office. 

— Felecie Joyce,  Town  Clerk 
229-7000,  ext  151 


TRANSFER  STATION  HOURS 

Tues.  &  Fri.:  Ipm-4pm;Sat.:8am-4pm; 

Sun.:  8:30am-2pm 


Master  License  Fully  Insured 

#A9383  30  Years  Experience 


Joe  Seward 
&  Sons,  Inc. 

ELECTRICAL  CONTRACTING 

-Residential  -Commercial 
-Industrial 


New  Construction 
Landscape  Lighting 
Renovations 
Modular  Homes 

413-229-2561 


DE  VRIES  BUILDING  SUPPLY  INC. 

21   BERKSHIRE  SCHOOL  ROAD      SHEFFIELD,  MA 


Lumber 

Garden  Supplies 

Domestic 

&  Livestock  Feed 


Masonry 
Paint 

Insulation 
Hardware 


Whether  you're  a  contractor  or  doing  the  job  yourself 
you'll  find  what  you  need  at  De  Vries. 

41  3-229-8777        41  3-229-8820  FAX 
www.devriesbuildingsupply.com 


Custom  Cabinetry,  Furniture 
and  Remodeling 


Anthony  Giunta,  Jr. 

413.329.5924 

www.ToSaDesign.com 

Sheffield,  Massachusetts 


CT-HIC  0625238  I  MA-HIC  164732 


PJ's:  20  YEARS  AS  A  SHEFFIELD  GENERAL  STORE  AND  CATERER 


For  20  vears  Jackie  Robarge  has  been  serving  the  needs  of  the 
people  of  Sheffield.  For  10  years  she  was  located  next  to  the 
Sunoco  on  Main  St.  In  2000,  looking  tor  a  larger  facility  and 
places  for  people  to  sit  and  eat,  she  opened  PJ's,  farther  south 
on  Main  St. 

Jackie  and  two  full-time  and  one  part-time  employee 
provide  a  place  where  Shemeldites  and  passersby  can  pick  up 
groceries  and  newspapers  and  enjoy  food,  coffee  and  compan- 
ionship. For  a  while,  the  store  didn't  carry  the  New  York  Times, 
but  the  paper  is  again  on  the  shelves  next  to  the  front  door. 

PJs  is  open  from  6:30am  to  11pm  seven  days  a  week.  It  is 
closed  only  on  Christmas  Day.  The  store  is  large  and  attrac- 
tively arranged 
and  "everything 
is  handmade," 
she  says.  The 
store  is  popular. 
Customers  gather 
daily  to  talk  and 
drink  coffee  in  the 
morning.  Between 
11:30  and  1,  it's 
busy  for  "the  lunch 
crowd." 


Jackie  Robarge  at 
the  cash  register 


Jackie  was  a  waitress  for  many  years,  but  she  loved  people 
and  wanted  something  more  and  opened  her  own  place. 
Jackie  loves  every  minute  of  her  time  in  the  store.  She  works, 
she  estimates,  about  84  hours  a  week.  Her  mom  is  a  valuable 
helper,  creating  apple  pies,  carrot  cake  and  other  delectables. 
Her  enchilada  pie  and  soups  are  also  very  popular.  Jackie  can 
also  count  on  her  sons  for  help  with  carpentry  or  shoveling  and 
painting.  Soft-serve  ice  cream  is  a  specialty. 

Jackie  also  operates  a  catering  business  and  has  supplied 
parties  as  large  as  a  wedding  with  400  guests.  Her  facility  is  also 
available  for  meetings.  Both  the  Red  Hat  Club  and  the  Senior 
Center  have  gathered  there.  She  can  accommodate  about  30. 

Jackie  is  proud  of  the  services  she  can  offer  the  town,  and 
she  delivers  to  those  who  need  it.  She  has  been  known  to  be 
open  in  the  middle  of  the  night  to  help  the  fire  department  with 
coffee  and  sandwiches.  She  loves  Sheffield  and  wants  to  be  sup- 
portive any  way  she  can.  — John  G.  Wightman 


'WHAT'S  IT?  NIGHT  AT  HISTORICAL  SOCIETY 

Come  to  "What's  It?  Night,"  the  Historical  Society's  most 
popular  program  of  the  year,  on  Fri.Jan.  1 4,  at  7:30pm  in 
Dewey  Memorial  Hall.  Society  member  and  past  president 
Chris  Coenen  will  again  guide  us  through  the  attempt  to 
identify  objects  people  bring  in,  from  attic,  trunk  or  tag  sale. 
The  program  is  free  and  open  ot  the  public. 


Jessica  Krupski 

Reverse  Mortgage  Consultant 


MetLife 


MetLife  Home  Loans 

Serving  Western  Massachusetts 

and  surrounding  regions 

Direct  (888)  229-9908 
Cell  (413)329-8399 
Fax  (413)  229-2210 
jkrupski@metlife.com 


Metuk  Home  Loans  is  a  Division  of  MetLife  Bank,  NA 


"Condos 

to 
Castles'' 

P  0   Box  924,  Monterey,  MA  01245 

20  Stockbridge  Rd. 

Great  Barrington,  MA  01230 


Office  (412)  528-3440 
Fax  (41 3)  528-1 588 
Cell  (41 3)  717-0066 


LINDA  HEBERT  Broker 
CBR,  CRB,  CRS,  GRI,  SRES 

E-mail:  hebertrlty@aol.com 
www.HebertRealty.com 


Webster 


jfJj^gerjsoll 

Fine  Gardens  •  Stonework  •  Tree  Care 
Plant  Health  Care 


"Our  apple  trees  look  so  much  better 

than  they  did  last  year!" 

-  E.R.,  Stockbridge,  MA 


Now  is  the  Time  to.... 

•  Prune  Fruit  Trees 

•  Inspect  Trees  and  Shrubs  for  Diseases  and  Overwintering  Pests 

•  Identify  and  Remove  Woody  Invasive  Species 

•  Plan  Your  2010  Organic  Lawn  Care  Program 

•  Design  and  Plan  Spring  Landscape  Projects  of  all  sizes! 


413-229-8124 
www.Websterlngersoll.com 
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Organizations  &  Businesses 


LAND  TRUST:  WINTER  LECTURE  ON  TREES;  PEW  CHALLENGE  GRANT 


On  Sunday,  Feb.  13,  the  Sheffield  Land 
Trust  will  host  its  1 1™  annual  winter 
lecture,  a  panel  discussion  on  "Taking  Care 
of  Your  Trees:  From  Backyard  to  Commu- 
nity Forest."  The  panel  will  include  local 
arborists  and  a  representative  from  the 
MA  Dept.  of  Conservation  and  Recre- 
ation. The  event  will  take  place  from  1  to 
3pm  at  Dewey  Memorial  Hall  on  Route 
7  in  Sheffield.  Come  learn  the  differences 
between  native  and  urban  forests,  the 
principles  of  pruning,  fertilizing  and  more. 

The  program  will  be  presented  in  con- 
junction with  the  Sheffield  Tree  Project, 
which  recently  earned  for  Sheffield  the 
designation  of  "Tree  City  USA"  from  the 
National  Arbor  Day  Foundation. 

Following  the  discussion  will  be  the 
ever-popular  Land  Trust  afternoon  tea. 
The  event  is  free,  and  open  to  the  public. 
Donations  are  welcome. 

Partnership  with  Pew  Charitable  Trusts 

The  Sheffield  and  Egremont  Land 
Trusts  are  partnering  with  The  Pew 


Charitable  Trusts  to  raise  money  for  the 
organizations'  Sheffield-Egremont  Cor- 
ridor project  through  Pew's  Northeast 
Land  Trust  Consortium.  The  project  will 
be  the  second  in  the  area  for  Pew,  whose 
consortium  has  raised  almost  $30  million 
and  protected  more  than  425,000  acres 
of  land  in  Maine,  New  Hampshire,  New 
York,  Vermont,  and  Massachusetts. 

Under  the  agreement,  Pew  will  add  20 
percent  to  donations  of  $1,000  or  more 
to  the  Corridor  project  made  through 
Pew  between  December  7,  2010,  and  June 
30,  201 1.  So  for  every  $1,000,  Pew  will 
add  another  $200  up  to  $80,000.  To  take 
advantage  of  this  challenge  grant,  dona- 
tions are  first  channeled  through  Pew. 

lhe  land  trusts  have  also  raised  money 
for  a  100  percent  matching  fund  that  adds 
$1  to  each  $1  donated  up  to  $500,000. 

The  Sheffield  and  Egremont  Land 
Trusts  are  raising  $2  million  toward  a 
total  of  $4.7  million  needed  for  Phase  II 
of  the  Sheffield-Egremont  Corridor  proj- 
ect. The  Corridor  is  a  relatively  intact, 


stunningly  beautiful  rural  landscape 
of  more  than  2,000  acres  in  northwest 
Sheffield  and  southeast  Egremont.  The 
Phase  II  land,  a  mix  of  wetlands,  streams, 
fields,  and  forest,  ranges  along  Sheffield- 
Egremont,  Lime  Kiln,  Bow  Wow,  Guilder 
Hollow  and  Jug  End  roads  and  Route  41. 

This  phase  includes  preserving  the  120- 
acre  Maple  Shade  Farm,  which  has  awell- 
known  view  of  the  Taconic  Range  across 
its  fields.  Phase  I  included  conserving  the 
nearby  1 30-acre  Quarry  Hill  Farm  and  the 
58-acre  Lime  Kiln  Rd  Wildlife  Connector. 

Pew's  first  project  in  the  region  was 
with  The  Trustees  of  Reservations  to 
protect  77  acres  of  farmland  south  of 
Bartholomew's  Cobble. 

Since  1989  the  Sheffield  Land  Trust, 
has  helped  protect  50  properties  including 
14  farms,  covering  more  than  3,800  acres. 
It  is  also  focused  on  conserving  land  along 
the  Housatonic  River,  farmland  throughout 
town  and  a  trail  network  in  the  center  of 
Sheffield.  For  information:  229-0234;  she- 
fland(d)bcn.net  or  www.sheffieldland.org. 


New  England's  Largest  Selection 
of  Unique  Lumber  and  Burls 


Specializing  in  Slabs  up  to  7'  wide 


Exotic  Lumber 
Figured  Lumber 
Natural  Edge  Slabs 
Quartersawn  Lumber 
Wide  Pine  Flooring 


Bookmatched  Sets 
Mantels 
Turning  Stock 
Tone  wood 
Burls 


Berkshire  Products,  Inc. 

884  Ashley  Falls  Rd,  Sheffield,  MA 

413-229-7919 

www.BerkshireProducts.com 

M-F  8:00  -  4:30:  Sat  800-Noon 


PASTEL  -  WATERCOLOR 
OIL  PAINTINGS 

By 

Lois  Van  Cleef 

Casa  Mia  Studio 

Ashley  Falls,  Massachusetts 

413/229-3355 


Dawn  O'Neil's  Family  Child  Care 


1701  Hewins  Street 
Ashley  Falls,  MA  01222 

(413)  229-8557 


jmOPARTS 


Louis  &  Tammy  Pipa 

Proprietors 


TNL  Auto  Supply,  LLC. 

227  Stockbridge  Rd 

Great  Barrington,  Ma.  01230 

413-528-0838 

Open  7  Days  a  Week 
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77) e  raffle  truck, 
a  2011  GMC  Sierra. 


KIWANIS  NEWS  AND  EVENTS 


Pancakes  and  more.  K  lark  your  calendars 
tor  the  next  Kiwanis  Pancake  Brunch 
Bonanza.  It  happens  on  Sun.,  Jan.  16,  at 
the  Ml  Everett  School  Cafeteria.  Patricia 
Hardisty  heads  the  event,  working  with 
Paul  O  Brien  and  the  SADD  group  at  the 
school.  Pancakes,  eggs,  sausage,  home  fries, 
muffins,  vegetable  quiche,  ham,  scalloped 
potatoes,  fruit,  orange  juice,  coffee  and  tea 
will  be  served  from  10am  to  1pm.  All  for 
only  S10  for  adults  and  55  for  children 
12  and  younger.  The  event  features  a  door 
prize  and  a  Chinese  auction.  Proceeds 
will  support  Kiwanis  service  projects  and 
SADD  s  post  prom  party. 

Truck  raffle.  Ticket  sales  for  the 
annual  truck  raffle  are  in  full  swing, 
with  the  winning  tickets  to  be  drawn 
on  Valentine's  Night,  Feb.  14,  at  8pm 
at  The  Bridge  Restaurant  on  Main  St. 
(Yes,  its  a  Monday,  when  the  restaurant 
is  usually  closed,  but  Michael  and  Cindy 
Dutton  will  open  for  this  popular  event.) 
Chances  on  the  2011  GMC  Sierra 
regular  cab  pickup  are  $50  each.  The 
vehicle  features  four-wheel  drive,  V-8 
engine,  automatic  transmission,  power 
locks,  cruise  control,  chrome  grille  and 
wheels  and  a  snow  plow  prep  package. 
(Of  course,  the  winner  has  the  option  to 
take  515,000  cash  instead.)  Second  place 
receives  51,500  and  third  $500. 

Proceeds  from  these  sales  go  into  our 
special  Scholarship  Investment  Account, 
which  funds  much  of  the  $30,000  in 
scholarships  we  award  each  year.  This 


year,  we  will  establish  a  Paul  Moritz 
Memorial  Scholarship  in  honor  of  a  long- 
time Kiwanis  member  who  passed  away 
last  June.  Paul  was  a  humanitarian  in  this 
community  and  more,  through  his  efforts 
with  Hearts  of  the  Fathers — always  giv- 
ing of  himself  for  others. 

Tickets  are  on  sale  at  various  busi- 
nesses in  Sheffield  and  Great  Barrington 
or  from  any  Kiwanis  member. 

Gas  card  raffle  winners.  Winners  in 
our  December  gas  card  raffle  drawing  were 
Jay  Casey  of  Canaan,  CT,  who  won  $500, 
Hartmuth  Sommer  of  Great  Barrington 
($100)  and  Leonce  Roger  also  of  Great 
Barrington,  ($50).  The  cards  are  good  at 
any  Exxon/Mobil  station  in  the  area.  Our 
thanks  to  all  those  who  took  chances.  The 
$1,800  raised  by  this  raffle  will  support 
the  many  Kiwanis  services  that  lie  ahead. 

Senior  Center  brunch.  Thanks  to 
an  impressive  community  turnout,  the 
November  Kiwanis  Harvest  Brunch  was 
a  truly  successful  event.  With  the  ticket 
sales,  silent  auction,  raffle,  sponsors  and 
generous  donations,  we  were  able  to 
present  a  $5,000  check  to  the  Town  Fund 
for  furnishing  the  new  Senior  Center. 
The  club  also  submitted  its  annual 
donation  of  $500  to  the  Selectmen  at  a 
December  meeting  for  the  Senior  Center 
needs.  Rene  Wood  and  David  Smith, 
Sr.,  headed  a  cast  of  30  Kiwanians  who 
worked  on  this  project. 

Winter  clothes.  The  annual  "Warm 
the  Children"  campaign  to  buy  $80  worth 


of  new  winter  clothing  for  needy  young- 
sters of  South  County  was  such  a  success, 
we  were  able  to  do  this  joyful  shopping 
for  all  132  area  children  who  applied  for 
help.  David  Johnson  and  Jane  Berger 
headed  the  Kiwanis  shopping  crew,  which 
included  Theresa  Collingwood,  Patricia 
Hardisty,  Carole  Mooney,  Jo  Ann  Shmul- 
sky  and  Rene  Wood.  The  project,  a  coop- 
erative effort  on  the  part  of  Kiwanis,  The 
Berkshire  Record,  and  K-Mart,  raised 
more  than  $10,000.  An  amazing  response 
from  the  community  in  these  times! 

Holiday  meals  and  gifts.  For  the 
Thanksgiving  and  Christmas  holidays, 
the  Kiwanis  provided  41  turkeys  (with 
potatoes  and  carrots)  to  the  local  food 
pantries.  David  Smith,  Sr.,  was  our  shop- 
ping expert.  Denise  Rueger  headed  the 
gift  buyers  for  10  needy  children  whose 
names  we  received  from  a  local  agency  as 
part  of  the  Adopt-a-Child  program.  This 
year  we  were  able  to  spend  $50  for  each 
child's  presents. 

Dictionaries.  A  new  venture  for  the 
Kiwanis  Club  (one  that  was  formerly 
handled  by  the  Sheffield  Grange)  was 
the  purchase  and  distribution  of  diction- 
aries to  all  third  graders  in  the  school 
district.  Past  president  Patricia  Hardisty 
and  current  president  David  Smith, 
Jr.,  handed  out  the  books  to  the  three 
classes  at  Undermountain  Elementary 
School  and  Patricia  delivered  more  cop- 
ies later  to  the  class  in  New  Marlboro. 

— Dick  Goodwin 


Above:  Servers  at  the  Harvest  Brunch:  Nat  Padin,  Dennis  Hankey,  Brian 
Palmer,  Denise  Rueger  and  Debbie  Wright.  Right:  David  Smith,  Sr., 
presents  the  Kiwanis  Club's  checks  toward  Senior  Center  furnishings  to 
Julie  Hannum,  Chair  of the  Board  of  Selectmen. 
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COBBLE  NEWS:  CHICKADEES  GALORE! 

Many  think  nothing  is  happening  outdoors  this  time  of  year. 
On  the  contrary,  lots  or  things  are  going  on  in  the  woods! 

After  a  snowstorm,  I  often  walk  the  trails  at  Bartholomew's 
Cobble.  There  is  nothing  better  than  making  first  tracks 
through  fresh  snow,  when  the  trees  are  bent  over,  each  branch 
mounded  with  snow  like  something  out  of  a  Dr.  Seuss  book. 
The  woods  are  silent,  the  air  crisp. 

This  is  when  I  see  my  favorite  bird,  the  black-capped  chicka 
dee.  He  keeps  me  company  for  all  my  hikes  and  adventures  in 
the  winter  woods.  And  when  I  lead  a  group  snowshoe  hike,  I 
can  always  count  on  him.  He  is  beautiful,  bold,  curious  and  a 
joy  to  see. 

I  watch  chickadees,  wondering 
what  they  are  finding  to  eat  on 
the  tree  bark  and  branches.  When 
I  look,  I  can  find  nothing  there. 
Perhaps  insect  eggs  too  small  to 
see?  I  ponder  why  they  stay  around 
instead  of  flying  south  with  the 
warblers.  And  though  I  know  much 
of  the  science  that  answers  these 
questions,  knowing  doesn't  end  the 
sense  of  amazement,  that  there  is 


INVITATION  TO  NOTCHVIEW 

At  another  Trustees  property — Notchview,  just 
northeast  of  Pittsfield — you'll  find  25  miles  of  cross- 
country ski  trails,  many  of  them  groomed,  with  snow 
covering  them  more  than  80  days  of  the  year. To 
learn  more,  call  4 1  3-684-0 1 48. The  snowshoeing  is 
also  fantastic  there.  Residents  of  Sheffield  who  come 
to  any  "Hot  Chocolate  Saturday"  at  the  Cobble  are 
eligible  to  receive  a  half-price  pass  for  Notchview.  We 
have  30  passes  to  give  away. 


something  magical  about  these  brave  and  hardy  little  creatures. 

Anyone  with  a  bird  feeder  can  tell  you  what  a  constant 
visitor  chickadees  can  be.  Those  frequent  visits  aren't  about  an 
instant  meal.  Chickadees  store  food  for  later  use  like  squirrels. 
Unlike  squirrels,  chickadees  don't  often  forget  where  they  hide 
their  stash.  That  is  because  in  the  fall,  the  chickadee  hippocam- 
pus, the  part  of  the  brain  that  stores  memories,  expands  to 
accommodate  this  needed  knowledge.  In  the  spring  it  returns  to 
its  normal  size  when  remembering  stored  supplies  isn't  needed 
for  survival. 

Ever  wonder  why  birds  aren't  soaked  to  the  bone  in  the  rain 

and  snow?  Feathers  are  as  good  as 
any  insulating  polar  fleece  and  as 
weather  resistant  as  any  raincoat. 
When  a  bird  fluff  their  feathers,  it 
creates  almost  an  inch  of  insulat- 
ing warmth  that  keeps  the  bird's 
core  temperature  at  108  degrees! 

We  all  know  that  staying 
warm  this  time  of  year  means 
staying  dry.  Chickadees  have  a 
"preening  gland"  at  the  base  of 
their  tail  that  secretes  an  oil  that 


KWIK 

PRINT 

INCORPORATED 

From  wi 
to  1 

Color  ( 

Photo 

Book 
Envelop 
Newspapers 
Posters   •   P 

Typesetting/C 
Digital  Pla 

hile-you-wait  di 
veb  offset  print 

lopies   •    Fax  Services   • 
:opies   •    Resumes   •   Spi 

.s   •   Brochures   ■    Busine 
es   •   Flyers   •    Letterhea 
•    Newsletters   •    NCR/( 
rograms   •  Tickets   •  We 

jraphic  Design   •    Mac  an 
ce  Maker  •   Barcoded  M 

j  plica  ting 
ing... 

Laminating 
ral  Binding 

ss  Cards 

ds   •    Menus 
Zarbonless  Forms 
dding  Invitations 

d  PC  Compatible 
ailing  Services 

COLOR  COPIES 

4 

35  E 

Hour 

13/528-2885   Fax:4l3/528-922( 
ridge  St.,  Gt.  Barrington,  MA  0 1 
s:  Mon.-Fri.  8:00-4:30  Sat.  8:30- 

) 

230 
2:00 

* 


Campo  de'  Fiori 

Uncommon  Home  &  Garden 


signature  mossed  tetra  cotta  planters 

aged  stone  &  iron  garden  elements 

botanical  booh  &  gifts 


tzfsy*,* 


shop  and  garden  open  daily  10-5 

1815  N.  Main  St.,  Rte.  7  Sheffield,  MA 

413-528-1857 


$$$$$$$$ 

BUYING 
GOLD 

Highest  Prices  Paid 

$$$ 

Compare  &  Save 


Sachs  Reisman,  Inc. 

JEWELRY  MANUFACTURING 

25  Maple  Avenue 
Sheffield.  MA 
413.229.0050 


$$$$$$$$ 
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EVENTS  AT  BARTHOLOMEW'S  COBBLE 


the  birds  use  to  coat  their  feathers  and 
this  keeps  them  dry. 

At  night,  chickadees  find  a  nice  cozy 
place — a  tree  cavity,  a  bluebird  house 
or  any  other  sheltered  nook.  They  often 
roost  together  to  conserve  and  share 
warmth.  On  the  coldest  nights,  chicka- 
dees bring  out  the  big  guns.  They  lower 
their  metabolism  and  rate  of  energy 
consumption  by  lowering  their  core 
temperature  from  108  to  88  degrees.  In 
this  state  of  controlled  hypothermia,  the 
birds  keep  from  freezing  by  shivering 
their  flight  muscles.  They  change  stored 
fat  into  heat  by  rapidly  contracting  their 
breast  muscles  back  and  forth. 

Even  with  a  lowered  metabolism,  a 
chickadee  will  burn  10  to  60  percent  of  its 
body  weight  each  winter  night,  depend- 
ing on  the  temperature.  The  birds  must 
build  up  fat  reserves  each  day  to  get  them 
through  the  next  cold  night.  No  wonder 
the  birds  you  see  this  time  of  year  are 
always  feeding.  Talk  about  a  yo-yo  diet! 

So  the  next  time  you  spot  a  chickadee, 
whether  it's  your  backyard  or  a  walk  in 
the  woods,  stop  a  moment  to  marvel  at 
this  dainty  creature  with  the  survival 
skills  of  James  Bond.      — Rene  Wendell 


Hot  Chocolate  Saturdays 

Saturdays,  December-March,  9am-4pm. 
Meet  The  Trustees  of  Reservations 
ranger,  learn  about  winter  tracks  and 
birds  and  venture  out  on  the  trails  or 
sled  on  Hurlburt  Hill.  Afterwards,  come 
to  the  Visitor  Center  for  complementary 
hot  chocolate.  Snowshoes  can  be  rented 
for  on-site  use.  Adults  $5,  children  $1; 
members  and  Sheffield  residents  free. 

Finding  Poems  of  Winter 

Sun.,  Jan.  9,  I -3pm. This  writing  workshop 
led  by  local  poet  Pauline  Clarke  and  Trust- 
ees educator  Tammis  Coffin  will  combine  a 
guided  hike  with  indoor  writing.  Free  with 
Cobble  admission.  Please  pre-register. 

Saturday  SnowshoeTrek 

Sat.Jan.  15  and  Feb.  19,  1 0am- 1 2noon. Join  a 
Trustees  of  Reservations  guide  to  explore 
Cobble  and  beyond  with  an  easy-to-mod- 
erate snowshoe  hike.Trustees  members  $5, 
nonmembers  $10.  Snowshoe  rental  included. 
Call  or  email  to  let  us  know  you  are  coming. 

Nature's  Treasures  Photo  Potluck 

Thurs.Jan.  20, 6pm-7pm.  Bring  a  dish  or 
beverage  to  share  and  join  hosts  Rene 
Wendell  and  Tammis  Coffin  of  The  Trustees 


of  Reservations.  Photographers — amateur 
and  professional — are  invited  to  sign  up  for 
a  five-minute  slot  to  share  digital  images  of 
special  places  in  the  Berkshires.  Bring  photos 
on  a  flash  drive  or  CD.  Everyone  is  welcome, 
but  let  us  know  you  are  coming.  Free. 

Bugs  of  the  Berkshires 

Thurs.,  Feb.  1 7, 6pm-7pm.  Meet  Rene  Wendell 
Sr,  a  local  naturalist,  outdoorsman,  taxider- 
mist, trapper  and  amateur  entomologist  who 
will  talk  about  his  years  of  collecting  local 
insects.  Specimens  on  display  include  butter- 
flies, moths,  bees,  wasps,  flies  and  beetles.  Let 
us  know  you  are  coming.  Free. 

A  Day  in  Mumbet's  Winter  World 

Wed.,  Feb.  23, 1 0am-2pm  (snow  date  Feb. 
25).  Spend  a  day  exploring  where  Elizabeth 
"Mumbet"  Freeman  took  her  stand  for  free- 
dom that  helped  end  slavery  in  Massachu- 
setts. Indoor  and  outdoor  activities  designed 
for  school-aged  children  and  their  families 
will  be  led  by  local  children's  book  authors 
Jana  Laiz  and  Ann-Elizabeth  Barnes  at  Ashley 
House  and  the  Cobble  Visitor  Center.  Dress 
warmly,  wear  snowboots  and  bring  lunch. 
Hot  drinks  provided.  $5  per  member  family, 
$  10  per  nonmember  family.  Call  or  email  to 
let  us  know  you  are  coming. 


Since  1946,  The  Trustees  have  managed  Bartholomew's  Cobble,  a  National  Natural  Land- 
mark. The  Cobble  is  located  on  Weatogue  Rd.  in  Ashley  Falls.  It's  open  year-round,  daily, 
sunrise  to  sunset.  The  Visitor's  Center  is  open  from  9am-4pm  Tuesday-Saturday  during 
winter  months.  Regular  admission  is  free  for  members  of  the  Trustees  of  Reservations  and 
Sheffield  residents.  Non-members:  $5  adult,  $1  child.  To  register  jor  events,  call  229-8600 
or  email  bcobble@ttor.org.  Check,  the  website  for  the  latest;  www.thetrustees.org.  Join  us  as 
members  and  volunteers  to  care  for  our  irreplaceable  natural  and  cultural  treasures1. 


HISTORICAL  SOCIETY:  PROGRAM  ON  LOCAL  IRON  INDUSTRY 

On  Fri.,  Feb.  11,  at  7:30  in  Dewey  Hall,  the  Sheffield  Historical 
Society  will  present  Ed  Kirby,  a  local  historian  and  geologist, 
who  will  introduce  "Visions  of  Iron,"  a  30-minute  documentary 
film  on  the  history  of  the  manufacture  of  iron  in  the  Housa- 
tonic  Valley. 

High-quality  iron  ore  from  this  valley  was  discovered  in 
1731  and  was  relatively  easy  to  extract.  The  first  blast  furnace  in 
the  area  was  built  in  Lakeville,  CT,  in  1762  by  Ethan  Allen  and 
others.  The  products  initially  were  nails  and  plow  blades.  Later, 
production  switched  to  cannons  for  George  Washington's  army. 
Iron  making  continued,  mostly  in  Connecticut,  until  1925. 

A  native  of  Sharon,  CT,  Ed  has  studied  the  physical 
and  cultural  aspects  of  the  Upper  Housatonic  River  Water- 
shed for  over  50  years.  He  has  managed  the  restoration 
and  preservation  of  several  sites  connected  with  the  iron 
industry,  such  as  the  historic  Lime  Rock  Blast  Furnace  #2 
in  Salisbury,  CT,  the  John  Adam  Beckley  blast  furnace  in 
East  Canaan,  CT,  and  the  19th  century  Sharon  Valley  Lime 
Kiln.  Currently  president  of  the  Sharon  Historical  Society, 
president  of  the  Friends  of  Beckley  Furnace  and  a  member 
of  the  Board  of  Directors  of  the  Lenox  Historical  Society, 


Ed  is  a  well-known  speaker  on  geology,  iron  manufacture 
and  history. 

Ed  narrated  the  film,  which  was  produced  by  the  Sharon 
Historical  Society  and  directed  by  John  Maher  of  JEM  Films, 
Darien,  CT.  It  explores  the  history  of  iron  making  in  the 
Salisbury  Iron  District,  which  extended  from  Kent,  CT,  north 
to  Richmond,  MA,  and  west  into  Dutchess  and  Columbia 
counties  in  New  York  State. 

Iron  making  depended  on  a  supply  of  charcoal,  and  the 
film  shows  charcoal  being  made  today  in  Pennsylvania.  It 
shows  the  production  of  iron  in  forges  and  inside  a  blast 
furnace.  The  Beckley  Furnace,  the  centerpiece  of  the  Iron 
Heritage  Trail,  is  featured.  The  film  also  explores  how  the 
ironworkers  lived  and  how  they  spent  their  leisure  time, 
including  partying  after  hours. 

A  graduate  of  the  engineering  school  at  Fort  Belvoir,  VA,  Ed 
has  written  several  publications  on  the  iron  industry  and  most 
recently  two  books  about  Sharon's  history.  After  the  film,  Ed  will 
answer  questions.  DVD  copies  of  the  film  and  copies  of  Ed's 
book,  Echoes  of  Iron,  will  be  available  for  sale  after  the  program. 
For  further  information,  call  the  Historical  Society  at  229-2694. 
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REAL  ESTATE  TRANSFERS 

APRIL 

27 

Federal  Home  Loan  Mortgage  Company  to  Jean  Faucher,  property 

13 

Robert  H  Schlosser  to  James  A.  Danielle  D.  Shadic,  property  at 
222  Water  Farm  Rd.,  $2 1  5,000. 

at  40  School  St.,  $66,000. 

22 

Richard  Kitaeff  &  Barbara  T.  Rabinowitz  to  Kenneth  J.Terry,  prop- 

AUGUST 

erty  at  565  S.  Undermountain  Rd.,  $350,000. 

3 

Bruce  Ira  Collingwood  to  Massachusetts  Dept.  of  Fish  &  Game, 

23 

Robert  B.  &  Susan  W  Ledlie  to  Alan  &  Jean  Romeo,  property  at  1  3 

property  at  Brush  Hill  Rd.,  $420,000. 

Berkshire  School  Rd.,  $205,000. 

9 

Charles  E.&  Mary  Elizabeth  McNamara  to  Michael  Hatchette, 

29 

HSBC  Bank  US  to  Ryan  J.  Shimmon  &  Kathryn  A.  Effler,  property  at 

property  at  75  Park  Ln.,  $235,000. 

513  PolikoffRd.,$  175,000. 

25 

Frederick  Gordon  &  Katherine  B.  Dean  to  Alicia  &  Jorge 

30 

Thomas  L.  Eisenberg  to  Tiffany  S.  Mooney  &  Michael  R.  Ramella, 

Szendiuch  &  Maura  O'Malley,  property  at  1  1  79  Boardman  St., 

property  at  166  Berkshire  School  Rd.,  $225,000. 

$467,500. 

27 

Miles  D  Loewe  to  Kevin  S.  Bousquet  &  Michelle  Bruck,  property  at 

MAY 

275  Berkshire  School  Rd.,  $140,000. 

II 

Mark  E.  Bachetti  to  Brian  L.  Bachetti,  property  at  Hulett  Hill  Rd., 

$60,000. 

SEPTEMBER 

12 

The  Pittsfield  Cooperative  Bank  to  Brian  J.  Dulain  &  Alicia  J.  Pow- 

14 

Seven  K.Winton  to  Susan  L.  Magazine,  property  at  2000  East  Rd., 

ers  at  856  Barnum  St.,  $  1 55,000. 

$262,500. 

14 

Richard  &  Judith  Lasky  to  Jane  Laning  Majdalaney,  property  at  779 

15 

Birch  Mountain  Co.,  LLC  to  The  Magic  Fluke  Co.  LLC,  property  at 

West  Rd..  $292,500. 

292  S.  Main  St.,  $665,000. 

14 

The  Nature  Conservancy  to  Marilynn  Simon  McMennamin,  prop- 

21 

Freddie  E.  &  Kathleene  K.  Corey  to  Laurence  J.  &  Diane  K.  Hol- 

erty  at  S.  Undermountain  Rd.,  $20,000. 

loran,  property  at  Berkshire  Lake  Estates,  $6,500. 

23 

Gerard  L.  Izzo  to  Lawrence  C.  Fish,  property  at  140  Ashley  Falls 

JUNE 

Rd.,  $3  19.441.65. 

2 

Dustin  &  Susan  Lowell  to  Adrian  P  Cushwa,  property  at  Tulip  Ln., 

23 

JGGDAR  Legacy,  LLC  to  James  D  Foster,  property  at  75  Clayton 

$1,750. 

Rd..$  156.500. 

4 

Jean  &  Lynnett  Faucher  to  Ingrid  Willgren.  property  at  296  Salis- 

bury Rd..  $226,000. 

OCTOBEI 

7 

Hank  &  Stephan  J.  Schiffman  to  Gay  Tucker,  property  at  24  Maple 

1 

Kenneth  R.  &  Diane  L.  Bartow  to  Christopher  Jordano.  property  at 

Ave.,  $265,000. 

30  Pine  Ln..  $78,000. 

II 

Francis  X.  &Adele  F.  Strelchun  to  Eric  John  &  Patricia  Jean  Carlson, 

8 

Philip  C.  Barbara.  Carole  L.  Boardman  &  Phyllis  H.Joyce  to  Pine 

property  at  Pike  Rd.  East,  $  1 80,000. 

Grove  Properties,  LLC.  property  at  Hewins  St  &  County  Rd., 

II 

Samuel  J.  Brown  III  to  Hailey  A.  Brown  &  David  M.Vadakin,  prop- 

1 18.500. 

erty  at  126  Water  Farm  Rd.,  $90,000. 

12 

Kate  M.  Rowe  to  John  &  Gretchen  Court,  property  at  366  Kelsey 

14 

Trevor  O.  &  Melanie  S.Williamson  to  Melissa  A.  Gueri,  property  at 

Rd..  $1,025,000. 

306  Berkshire  School  Rd.,  $187,500. 

29 

Dominick  &  Arlene  Bartolomeo  to  Michael  &  Margaret  F  Singer, 

18 

Jonathan  Ingham  to  Arlon  Mark  Mendel  &  Robyn  Sandberg,  prop- 
erty at  Home  Rd.,  $340,000. 

property  at  84  Spring  Hollow  Ln.  $210,000. 

24 

Alicia-Ana  Del-Molio  &  Dennis  Desaulniers  to  Francis  Roth, 

NOVEMBEI 

Donald  &  Judith  Reinauer,  property  at  Salisbury  Rd.,  $  1  5.000. 

1 

Thomas  W  Candee  to  Greylock  Federal  Credit  Union,  property  at 

25 

Marie  F.  Massini  to  Michael  T.  &  Dorothy  Macy,  property  at 

County  Rd.  $527,772.87. 

Hulett  Hill  Rd.,  $80,000. 

18 

Pamela  B.Armstrong  Revocable  Trust  to  The  Nature  Conservancy, 
property  at  Miller  Ave.  gift 

JULY 

27 

Frances  Roth  &  Donald  &  Judith  Reinauer  to  Frances  Roth,  prop- 
erty at  Salisbury  Rd..  $  1 00. 

FIRE  LOG 


— Rick  Roardman,  Chief 


AUGUST 

I  3       Mutual  aid  to  Great  Barrington  Fire  Dept.  for  hurt  hiker. Time  out 

2:50pm. Time  in:  4:39pm. 
19      Assist  ambulance. Time  out:  9:48pm. Time  in:  10:28pm. 

25  Rescue  injured  hiker  on  mountain  with  four  wheelers,  rescue 
trailer.Time  out:  5:34pm. Time  in:  9:40. 

26  Remove  cat  from  tree. Time  out:  9:00pm. Time  in:  9:24pm. 

SEPTEMBER 

1 0       Berkshire  School  alarm. Time  out:  9: 1 6pm. Time  in:  9:37pm. 

15  Brush  fire  on  West  Rd.Time  out:  3:55pm. Time  in:  4:30pm. 

16  Smoke  investigation  on  S.  Main  Street  Time  out:  3:46pm. Time  in: 
4:00pm. 

17  Old  Parish  Church  alarm. Time  out:  9:42pm. Time  in:  9:58pm. 

21       Fire  alarm  at  Mt  Everett  Regional  High  School. Time  out  I  1 :28am. 

Time  in:  12:04pm. 
2 1       Berkshire  School  alarm. Time  out  6:09pm. Time  in:  6:30pm. 
210    Sheffield  Plastics  fire  alarm. Time  out  5:23am. Time  in:  5:42am. 

OCTOBER 

I       Utility  pole  fire  on  Home  Rd.Time  out:  6:58pm. Time  in:  7: 1  I  am. 
15      Old  Parish  Church  alarm. Time  out  7:36am. Time  in:  7:58am. 

NOVEMBER 

I       Mutual  Aid  to  Great  Barrington  Fire  Dept  Time  out  I  1 :05am. Time 
in:  12:42pm. 


3  False  alarm  on  Home  Rd.Time  out  1 2:50pm. Time  in:  1:00pm. 

4  Assist  EMS  on  Hewins  St  Time  out  8:26pm. Time  in:  9:20pm. 

10  CO  detector  on  County  Rd.Time  out  1 0:36am. Time  in:  I  1:02am. 

1 4  Mutual  aid  to  Canaan  Fire  Dept. Time  out:  2: 1 5pm.Time  in:  3:06pm. 

14  Mutual  aid  to  Alford  Fire  Dept  Time  out  1 1 :48pm.  Time  in: 

12:35pm. 

24  Brush  fire  on  County  Rd.Time  out:  2:55pm. Time  in:  3:22pm. 

29  CO  detector  on  Salisbury  Rd.Time  out  2:46pm. Time  in:  2:55. 

DECEMBER 

I       Wires  down  on  County  Rd.Time  out:  1 0:09am. Time  in:  I  1:29am. 
I       Wires  down  on  Rt  7. Time  out  2:08pm. Time  in:  5:28pm. 
4       Chimney  fire  on  Home  Rd.Time  out:  8:43am.Time  in:  9:3 1 . 
6       Accident  at  245  Undermountain  Rd.Time  out  10:  32pm.Time  in: 

ll:2lpm. 
10      Assist  bomb  squad  with  detonating  explosives. Time  out  5:28pm. 

Time  in:  7:49pm. 
I  I       Fire  alarm  on  N.  Main  StTime  out  1 0:25am. Time  in:  10:37am. 
21       Wood  stove  fire  on  Ashley  Falls  Rd.Time  out:  6:49am. Time  in: 

7:34am. 
23       Investigate  water  damage  on  S.  Main  StTime  out  6:04pm.Time  in: 

6:28pm. 
27      Car  fire  on  S.  Main  St. 

29  Person  stranded  on  ice.Time  out  4:42pm.Time  in:  5: 1 0pm. 

30  Car/trailer  truck  accident  on  Silver  StTime  out  9:00pm. Time  in: 
9:27pm. 
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Calendar  Page 


January 

/  NEWYEAR'S  DAY 

8  Dewey  Hall  Folk  Series  concert  (p.  5) 

16  MLK  Day  program  at  the  Library  (p.  7) 

/  7  MARTIN  LUTHER  KING, JR.,  DAY 

19  What's  It  Night  (p.  13) 

28  Book  talk  at  Library  (p.  7) 

February 

I  Tax  payment  due  (p.  1 2) 

5  Dewey  Hall  Folk  Series  concert  (p.  5) 

I  I  Film  and  lecture  at  Historical  Society  (p.  17) 

12  LINCOLN'S  BIRTHDAY 

1 3  Land  Trust  winter  lecture  (p.  1 4) 

14  "What's  It"  Night  at  Historical  Society  (p.  13) 

14  VALENTINE'S  DAY 

15  DEADLINE  FOR  THE  MARCH/APRIL  ISSUE 
1 9  Book  talk  at  Library  (p.  7) 

21  PRESIDENTS' DAY 

23  WASHINGTON'S  BIRTHDAY 

March  and  beyond 

March  I       Dog  licensing  period  begins  (p.  12) 
March  5       Dewey  Hall  Folk  Series  concert  (p.  9) 
March  26    Book  talk  at  the  Library  (p.  7) 

See  also  the  listings  for  Kiwanis  (p.  15)  and 
Bartholomew's  Cobble  (p.  1 7) 


Buy  local,  read  local! 
Please  contribute! 


ONGOING  CALENDAR  ITEMS 

Meetings  or  events  that  occur  less  than  weekly  are  noted  with  a  week  number 
-  i.e.  "1sl,  3rd"  indicates  meetings  on  the  first  and  third  times  that  day  occurs  in 
the  month.  *  indicates  appointment  needed.  Town  functions  listed  first. 

Meals  on  Wheels,  Mon-Fri,  except  holidays 
Mondays: 

Building  Inspector,  Town  Hall,  7am-12  noon 

Board  of  Selectmen,  Town  Hall,  7pm,  1s',  3rd 

Conservation  Commission,  Town  Hall,  7pm,  2nd,  4th  (2m 'only  for  winter) 

Board  of  Health,  Town  Hall,  7pm,  2nd 

Food  Assistance  Program,  Old  Parish  Church,  9-1 0:30am 

Foot  care  clinic,  Dewey  Hall/Senior  Ctr.,  1s' 
Tuesdays: 

Building  Inspector,  7am-12  noon 

Council  on  Aging,  5pm,  2nd 

Ashley  Falls  Historic  District  Commission,  Town  Hall,  6:30pm,  2nd 

Industrial  Development  Commission,  Town  Hall,  7:30pm,  last 

Senior  Center  physical  fitness,  9am 

Children's  Story  Hour,  Library,  10am 

Senior  Center  "Lawn  Chair  Movie, "  11:30am 

Kiwanis  Club,  The  Bridge  Restaurant,  6:30pm 
Wednesdays: 

Senior  Center  Knitting  Group,  3pm,  1s' 
Thursdays: 

Planning  Board,  Town  Hall,  7pm,  2nd,  4th 

Commission  on  Disabilities,  1st,  3rd 

Building  Inspector,  Thurs.  3pm-6  pm 

Senior  Center  physical  fitness,  9am 

*  Blood  Pressure  Clinic,  Dewey  Hall/Senior  Center,  9am-12pm,  2nd 

*  Hearing  Testing  available,  Senior  Center,  3rd 
Fridays 

Building  Inspector,  7-1  Oam 
Farmers'  market,  3: 30-6: 30pm 
Saturdays: 
Dewey  Hall  Folk  Music  Series,  8pm,  1s' 
Senior  Center  Knitting  Group,  11am,  3rd 
Sundays: 
Men's  Group,  Old  Parish,  7:45am,  2nd 


SUPPORTTHE  SHEFFIELD  TIMES,  YOUR  COMMUNITY  NEWSLETTER! 

Yes,  I  want  to  support  the  Sheffield  Times! 

Enclosed  is  my  tax-deductible  donation  of       O  $25  O  $50  O  $100       O  $200      O  $500      O  Other 

made  payable  to  the  Sheffield  Association,  RO.  Box  1339,  Sheffield,  MA  01257 


Name: 


(as  you  would  like  it  to  appear  in  acknowledgments) 


Address: 


(where  you  would  like  issues  mailed  to  you) 


Email: 


LJ  I'd  like  my  contribution  to  remain  anonymous 

M  /  am  particularly  interested  in  or  have  experience  with 


LJ  I'd  like  to  get  more  involved  with  the  Sheffield  Times 


The  Sheffield  Times  is  provided  free  of  charge  at  public  distribution  sites  throughout  Sheffield  and  Ashley  Falls.  We  will  mail  issues  for  a  year 
to  everyone  who  makes  a  donation  unless  you  tell  us  otherwise.  Please  check  here  if  you  do  not  want  issues  mailed  to  you:    O 
The  Sheffield  Association  is  a  nonprofit  organization.  Donations  are  tax-deductible  to  the  fullest  extent  allowed  by  law. 
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Thank  You, 

Generous  Supporters 

of  the  Sheffield  Times! 

The 

response  to  our  Annual  Appeal  so  far 

has  been  heartening! 

If 

we 

missed  thanking  you  here,  we'll  catch 

you  in 

the  next  issue. 

Allen  &  Karin  Altman 

John  &  Audrey  Downie 

Francis  &  Correll  Pezzee 

Aquatic  Designs 

Branch  &  Margit  Elam 

Peter  &  Aurora  Pshenishny 

Richard  &  Pamela  Armstrong 

Jackson  &  Sandra  French 

Alfred  &  Doris  Richardson 

Grace  Arzt 

Mary  Francis  Gattuso 

Jessica  Roseman 

Blanche  Bennett  &  Deborah  Rhode 

Richard  Goodwin  &  Nathan  Padin 

Bob  &  Priscilla  Rueger 

Berkshire  Choral  Festival 

Fred  Gordon  &  Kathie  Dean 

Kenneth  Safian 

Trumbull  Barrett 

Henry  Granger 

Phyllis  &  Shawn  Samuels 

Irmgard  Bartzsch 

Leonard  Graziano  &  William  Grief 

Mark  Schaffer 

Malcolm  &  Barbara  Bayliss 

Edmund  Grossman 

George  &  Gillian  Seidl 

Teresa  Bellizzi 

Dorothy  Haller 

Robert  &  Ann  Shanks 

Anne  Marie  Berger 

Joseph  &  Christine  Kelley 

Evelyn  Small 

Andrew  &  Louise  Bergman 

Edward  &  Nancy  Knapp 

Robert  &  Nancy  Smith 

Mary  Blaise 

Allison  Lassoe 

Pete  &  Kelly  Soules 

Jeff  &  Julie  Blake 

Caroline  Lassoe 

Mary  Jane  &  Fred  Speyrer 

Timothy  &  Shelly  Brooks 

Lee  Bank 

Sigmund  Spiegel 

Bruce  Brown 

Ronald  &  Ida  Leonard 

John  &  Eppy  Stookey 

William  Browne 

Dale  &  Debra  Lewis 

Susan  Silver  Antiques 

Carlson  Heating  &  Air  Conditioning 

David  &  Nancy  Macy 

Richard  &  Deborah  Swiatek 

Edwin  &  Barbara  Carr 

Antonio  &  Maian  Malanti 

Peter  Traub 

Evelyn  &  Marvin  Casivant 

Norman  &  Barbara  Ann  Margolis 

Jo  Jean  Travis 

Janet  Chase 

Nancy  McGirr 

Janice  &  KrispinTresp 

Neil  &  Kathy  Chrisman 

Twiggs  Meyers 

Albert  &  MarkTrocchi 

Walter  Cliff 

Jim  &  Catherine  Miller 

Sabina  Ullrich 

Anthony  &  Marjorie  Consolini 

Margaret  Mitchell 

Joyce  Vandemark  &  Alan  Zablonski 

Eleanor  Cross 

Richard  &  Laraine  Nova 

Merle  &  Karen  Varney 

Jean  Curtiss 

Mary  Ellen  O'Brien 

Loet  &  Edith  Velmans 

Kevin  &  Jean  Curtiss 

Fred  &  Elaine  Panitz 

John  &  Marilyn  Wightman 

Dwight  &  Nancy  Dellert 

Tician  &  Judith  Papachristou 

Don  &  Nina  Worth 

Philip  &  Susan  Detjens 

Dolores  Paul 

Thomas  &  Susan  Young 

Anne  &  Kerry  Douglas 

Jane  &  William  Pekrul 

Claudio  Ziobro 

If  you 

haven't  sent  in  your  contribution,  do  it  now!  See  page  19. 

